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CINCULAK “EPISTLE OF: THE GENERAL AS- 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATE3 OF 
To all the Churches of Jesus Christ, with grace, 

mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, through the Eternal Spirit. 

Very Dear Beeturen: 
Assembled by the good providence of God, as 

the supreme judicatory of the Presbyterian Church 

in the United States of America, constituting by 
our ecclesiastical-organization not only the “ bond 
of union, peace, correspondence and mutual confi- 
dence among. all our churches,” but also the only 
organ of “ correspondence with foreign churches,” 
we cannot consent to separate after the unusually 
long, interesting, and important session, which we 
are about to close, without pouring out the fulness | 
of our hearts, in reference to the weighty matters | 
concerning which we have been called to act siace 
we came together, into the ears and bosonis of all 
other Christian Churches, and especially those with 
which we are in friendly correspondence. __ 
cannt be ignorant, dear brethren, that, for 

a number of years past, the friends of truth, and of 

regular Presbyterian order in our beloved Zion, 

have been filled with painful apprehension at the 
manifest departure from our ecclesiastical s‘an- 

dards, which appeared to be gaining ground in a 

- number of our judicatories. Firmly believing that 

the great purpose for which the Church was found- 

ed was that she might maintain in their purity the 
doctrines and discipline of Christ, and hold them 

_ forth to a dark world, we have thought ourselves 

called upon to make inquiry respecting the errors 

and disorders alleged to exist, and as far as possi- 
ble to banish them from that portion of the profes- 
sing family of Christ with which we are connected. 

You have witnessed, for a number of successive 

ears, our struggles for the attainment of this ob- 
ject. You have witnessed the mortifying disap- 

‘pointments which from time to time have attended 

our efforts to obtain, by constitutional means, a re- 

dress of the grievances of which we complained. 
You have seen what we regard as error becoming 
more extensive in its prevalence, and more bold 

_and overbearing in its claims. You have seen cer- 

tain Voluntary Societ ies, under the cover of profes- 

sed zeal for the doctrines and order of our church, 
in fact, if not in intention, gradually subverting 
both. You have heard the motives of the friends 
of truth reproached ; their names. cast out as evil ; 
their zeal for maintaining the purity of the Gospel 
represented as a mere struggle for power; and all 

-their attempts todetect and censure heresy held up 

to public view as the efforts of restless and ambiti- 

ous men to gain the pre-eminence for themselves. 

Amidst these ineffectual attempts to banish error, 

and to restore order, vital piety has languished ; 

mutual confidence has disappeared ; the reviving 

' and converting influences of the Holy Spirit have 

beén” withheld , and our time and strength have 
been painfully occupied with strife and debate, in- 
stead of being wholly given to the spread of th 

Gospel, and the conversion of the world. ‘bee 
We shall not stop to inquire by whose agency, or 

by what. steps this state of things has been pro- 

duced. The adjustment of the proper award in 

regard to this question, might be deemed an invi- 
dious task, and fail of commanding universal as- 
sent. But on the deplorable character of the situ- 
ation in which we were placed, there can be but one 
-pinion. Over our conflicts: every friend of reli- 
ion has mourned ; every,intellizent member of the 
resbyterian Church has felt grieved and humbled ; 
and we were becoming a reproach amoung all 
surrounding dénominations. ‘To every enlightened 
beholder it has been long manifest that parties so 
heterogeneous and discordant could no longer act 
together in the same body either with comfort to 
themselves, or with honourcand edification to th 
cause of our common Christianity. | ; 
Such has been our melancholy history, especially 
for the last six years; and such were the discour- 
aging and distressing circumstances in which this 
Assembly convened. On coming:together it was 
found to contain such a decided majority of the 
friends of truth and order, as to place within our 
reach the most thorough measures of reform. And 
it is worthy of especial notice that this majority 
was created and brought together in full view of 
the measures adopted by the orthodox Assembly 
of 1835, and of all the conflicts and painful disclo- 

sures which characterized the Assembly of 1836. 

It was after the attention of the whole church had 

been strongly called to these measures and disclo- 

sures that our Presbyteries sent a delegation, the 
major part of whom declared in favour of the doc- 
trinés and-order of our body. We felt ourselves, 
therefore, distinctly and solemnly called upon, by 
the voice of the Church, to go forward and rescue ner 
_ struggling and bleeding interests from that humilia- 
ting and degrading perversion to which they had 
been so long exposed. This painful duty we have 
endeavoured to perform in the fear of God. And al- 
though we do not claim that our minner of dis- 
charging it has been wholly free from the manifesta- 
tion of human infirmity, we do hope and believe 
that our measures have been accompanied with 
much sincere and humble seeking for Divine direc- 
tion ; and that they are such as the enlightened 
and impartial friends of our ecclesiastical constitu- 
tion will ultimately approve. | 
As the great truths of the Gospel lie at the 
foundation of all Christian hope, as well as of the 
purity and prosperity of the Church, we felt our- 
- selves bound to direct early and peculiarly solemn 
attention to those doctrinal errors, which there 
was but ton much evidence had gained an alarm- 
ing prevalence in some of our judicatories, The 
advocates of these errors, on their first appear- 
ance, were cautious and reserved, alleging that 
they differed in words only from the doctrines as 
stated in-our public standards. Very soon, how- 
ever, they began to contend that their opinions 

were really. new, and were a substantial and im- 

portant improvement on the old creed of the 

Church; and, at length, that revivals of religion 

could not be hoped for, and. ‘that the souls of men 

must be destroyed, if the old doctrines continued 
tobe preached.’ The errors thus promulgated 
were by.no means of that doubtful or unimportant 
character which seems to be assigned to them 
even by ‘some of the professed friends of ortho- 
doxy. You will see, by our published acts, that 
some of them affect the very foundation of the sys- 
tem of Gospel ‘truth; and that they all bear rela- 
tions to the Gospel plan, of very serious and omin- 
ous import.- Surely doctrines which go-to the for-. 
mal: or virtual denial of our covenant relation to 

Adam; the native and total depravity of. man; 

the entire inability of the sinner to recover him- 

self from rebellion and-corruption; the nature and 
source of regeneration; and our justification solely 


on account of the imputed righteousness of the ‘egiti.nate and uniform reign. 


Redeenier—cannot, upon any just principle, be re- 


| time, declared their readiness to subscribe our Con- 
| fession of Faith, and actually professed their assent 


were we not to cry aloud, and proclaim a solemn 


re*to our‘public standards, to 
walk with those who: adopt such opinions with 
either comfort or confidence. 

It cafinot te denied, indeed, that those who 
‘adopted and preached these opinions, at the same 


to it, in the usual form, without apparent scruple. 
This, in fact, was one of the most revolting and 
of their. position. - “They 
declared, that, in ‘doing this, they only adopted the: 
‘Confession “‘ for substance,” and by no means in- 
tended to receive the whole system which it con- 
tained. Upon this frinciple, we had good evi- 
dence that a number of Presbyteries, in the ordi- 
nation and reception of ministers, and other church 
officers, avowedly and habitually acted. ‘And hence, 
it has not: been: uncommon’ for the members of 
such Presbyteries publicly and formally to repu- 
diate some of the important doctrines of the formu- 
lary which they had thus~subscribed ; ‘and even, 
in a few extraordinary cases, to hold up the sys- 
tem of truth which it contains, as “an abomiua- 
tion ;” as a.system which it were to be ‘ wished 
had never had an existence.” No wonder that 
men~ feeling and acting thus, should have been 
found, in some instancés, substituting entirely dif- 
ferent. Confessions of Faith in place of that which 
‘is contained in our Constitution. Who can doubt 
that such a method of subscribing to articles of 
Faith is immoral in principle; that it is adapted to 
defeat the great purpose of adopting Confessions ; 
and that, if persisted in, it could not fail to open 
the door of our Church wider and wider to the in- 
troduction of the most radical and pestiferous here- 
sies, which would speedily destroy her character 


as an eyangelical body. 
Was it possible for us to doubt or hesitate as to 

our duty, when such errors were evidently gaining 
round among us, and when it was in our power 
judicially to condemn them? Errors which, ever 
since the days of the apostles, have been pro- 
nounced by the true Church to be dangerous cor- 
ruptions of Gospel truth. We are conscious that 
in pronouncing ‘the errors in question to be un- 
scriptural, radical, and highly dangerous, we are 
actuated by no feelings of narrow party zeal, but 
by a firm and growing persuasion that such errors 
cannot fail, in their ultimate effect; to subvert the 
foundation of Christian hope, and destroy the souls 
of men. As watchmen on the walls of Zion, we 
should be unfaithful to the trust réposed in us, 


warning against opinions so corrupt and delusive. 

In ‘the course of our attempts at reform, we 
have thought it our duty to annul ihe Plan of 
Union between Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches, in the new settlements, formed in 1801, 
and-evidently intended as a temporary system, to 
meet a temporary exigency. By that Plan, Con- 
gregational churches were brought into complete 
union with the Presbyterian Church ; and their 
without having adopted our. public 
standards, were introduced into our judicatories, 
and vested with the power of giving authoritative, 
and, in some cases, decisive votes, on the most im- 
portant questions of doctrine and discipline ; and 
thus, in reality, of governing our Church. And 
it has happened, in fact, in a number of instances, 
that some of the most important decisions, in their 


been decided by the votes of those who had not 
subscribed to our ecclesiastical constitution, and 
stood aloof themselves from its authority. Thus 
Congregationalists were found, in effect, to contro] 
the Presbyterian Church, and to prohibit her 
carrying into execution our appropriate system, 
while we had no more authority over them than 
they chose to recognize. 

It is impossible to contemplate this plan of union 
now, without perceiving that it is most unnatural 
in its character; that it has not a shadow of foun- 
dation in the constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church; and that it is adapted to be deeply inju- 
rious in its influence on us. It is but just, indeed, 
to say, that it was first proposed and commenced 
on our part; and that it was dictated by that spirit 
of unsuspecting simplicity, and fraternal confidence, 
which foresaw no evil. Its mischiefs gradually dis- 
closed themselves; and it was not until they had 
taken wide and deep root, that they began to at- 
tract the attention, and awaken the fears of the 
friends of truth and of Presbyterial order. It was 
more and more perceived not only that this system, 
as before remarked, was most unequal, as it, in 
fact, conceded the right of governing us to those 
over whom we could exercise no controling 
power; but that its effect must be, slowly, but in- 
evitably, to subvert the order and discipline of the 
Presbyterian Church. Surely, no impartia] judge 
can blame us for wishing this mischievous system 
rescinded, or for annulling it when we had the 
power. It is due to ourselves, however, to say, 
that this measure was not either hastily conceived, 
or abruptly executed. The union in question has 
been, for many years, regarded by the great body 
of the Presbyterian Church, as, perhaps, the most 
fertile source of the difficulties existing among us; 
especially when viewed not merely as a violation 
of our constitution, and an invasion of our order ; 
but as grievously abused by those who have taken 
advantage of it, in a manner not intended by its 
original framers, to disseminate their pernicious 
errors. Viewing the subject in this light, the 
General Assembly of 1835, respectfully requested 
the General Association of Connecticut to consent 
that the Plan of Union in question should be an- 
nulled. Having now waited two additional years 
in vain for any favourable action in the case, on 
the part of our brethren of Connecticut, and having 
witnessed with the deepest sorrow the ever grow- 
ing evils of this relation, we have felt at this time 
solemnly called upon to abrogate the whole plan, 
and to put an end, as far as Sn us lay, to the de- 
structive effects which have 80 long resulted from 
its operation. 

If it were obviously equitable and important that 
the Plan of Union alluded to should be annulled, it 
was, in our view, no less equitable and impor- 
tant that the ecclesiastical bodies to which that 
Plan had given existence, and which were ani- 
mated and governed by its spirit, should be de- 
clared to be no longer connected with our Church. 
It has been, indeed, painful to the Assembly, to 
declare bodies in which were brethren, whose 
piety we cannot question, and whose activity in 
extending the visible Church we must regard 
with approbation, to be no longer connected with 
our body. But we were shut up to this painful 
duty. Being irregularly brought into our Church, 
and retaining all the feelings and habits growing 
out of the circumstances of their original introduc- 
tion, we could not hope that they would walk 
together in peace with us, so long as the points of 
difference between us were so many and so serious. 
Although the creation of more churches on the 
Plan of Union was made to cease by the previous 
act of abrogation ; still, as all grant that the act 
which brought them in was wholly unconstitution- 
al; and as, if this were the case, the act itself was, 
of course, void from the beginning, and all the acts 
and bodies growing out of it equally void;—we 
have deemed it necessary to declare the brethren 
connected with those judicatories, no Jonger con- 
nected with the Presbyterian Church. Fully 
aware of the painfulness of this decision to both 
parties, in order to avoid it, we made overtures to 
the brethren who were opposed to us in sentiment 
and in policy, which had for their object an ami- 
cable separation ; offering them, in order to bring 
‘abont such a separation, what we deemed equi- 
table; and even indulgent terms. These terms 
will be learned.from the correspondence of the 
joint committee appointed to negotiate on the sub- 
ject, which -has been already. made public. Our 
brethren saw fit to-decline our proposal, and chose 
rather to abide the. enforcing of the Constitution. 
They cannot complain of our course, when the 
only alternative was the ruin of the Church, or 
the restoration of: our form of government to its 


~ We’ are. aware that some have called in ques- 


sanction of Him “ who sits as King upon the holy 


bearing on the truth and order of our body, have} 


this subject, the. more maturely we reflect, the 
more firmly are we persuaded that we have taken 
the most eligible, and even the only practicable 
course. To have attempted to separate from us 
the brethren with whom we could: no longer walk 
in peace, by personal process in each case, would, 
obviously, have been impossible, and-even if possi- 
ble, tedious,. agitating, “and. troublesome: in the 
highest degree. _The.General Assembly is vested 
by the Constitution of our Church with plenary 
power “to decide in all controversies respecting 
doctrine and discipline; to reprove, warn, or bear 
testimony against error in doctrine, or immorality in 
practice, in any Church, Presbytery, or Synod; to 
‘sguperintend the concerns of the whole Church ; 
to suppress schismatical contentions and disputa- 
tions; and in general, to recommend and attempt 
reformation of manners, and the promotion of cha- 
rity, truth, and holiness, through all. the churches 
under their care.” It is manifest that no other 
body but the General Assembly is competent to sit 
in judgment on a Synod ; and it is equally manifest 
that no other body can be vested with power to 
abolish a system which the General Assembly 
itself had formed, without consulting any .of the 
Presbyteries. We have, therefore, not hesitated 
to apply the Constitutional remedy in its fullest 
extent. And now reposing on the high ground of 
our truly aor and apostolical system of order, 
we appeal with unshaken confidence to the sim- 
pathy of all evangelical churches; to the approval] 
of the American people; -and above all to the 


hill of. Zion.” 
In the adoption of these measures, we are earn- 
estly desirous that our views and feelings in re- 
ard to our Concregational Brethren of New Eng- 
and, should be correctly understood. We have 
no controversy with them, nor do we desire to have 
any, with respect to the Congregational Form of 
Church Government as it exists among themselves, 
nor with any other form of church polity. ‘Toward 
the excellent Brethren beloved in the Lord, in 
those and all other churches, who are now testify- 
ing against the errors which are troubling them, as 
they are troubling ws, we entertain the most cor- 
dial esteem, and fraternal affection. They are 
engaged in the same hallowed cause with ourselves, 
and we cordially bid them God speed. Let there 
be no strife between us. There ought to be none, 
and there will be none, so Jong as there is no effort 
made by any party to intrude on the domestic con- 
cerns of any other. We cannot wisely attempt, 
with our different views and feelings, to inhabit’ 
the same house; but as neighbours we may be on 
the most amicable and even affectionate terms. 
We wish for no more than to be allowed the fair 
and unimpeded action of our own ecclesiastical 
principles. We desire to stand on our own re 
sponsibility, and not to be made involuntary sharers 
in the responsibility of other bodies, and systems’of 
action, with which we cannot entirely harmonize. 
We desire to perform our Master’s work upon the 
principles which we conscientiously prefer, because 
we believe those principles to be found in the word 
of God; and we cannot consent to an alliance with 
any individuals or bodies of men in their system of 
action, without reserving to ourselves the right of 
review, of control, and, if necessary, of correc- 
tion. 

It is our earnest hope, with respect to the breth- 
ren thus severed from us, that both parties will 
be essentially benefited by the separation. We 
trust that both will, henceforth, proceed in the 
conscientious discharge of duty, without being 
crippled or embarrassed by each other; and that 
hereafter there will be no other strife between us, 
than who shall love the Redeemer most, and who 
shall serve him with the warmest zeal. 

We have already adverted to the unhappy 
influence which has been exerted for a numbef 
of years past, by certain voluntary societies which, 
though not responsible to any church and of 
course, therefore, not to us, were pursuing a 
train of measures adapted, covertly, but effec- 
tually to weaken her energies, and govern her 
proceedings. We believe that if there be any 
departments of Christian effort to which the Church 
of Christ is bound, in her appropriate char- 
acter, to direct her attention, and her unwearied 
labours, they are those which relate to the training 
of her sons for the holy ministry, and sending the 
Gospel to those who have it not, and planting 
churches in the dark and destitute portions of the 
earth. To be willing to commit either of these 
branches of her peculiar work to foreign and irres- 
ponsible hands, we are more and more persuaded is 
unfaithfulness to the best interests of Zion, and 
adapted fatally to injure the cause of Gospel truth, 
and of Presbyterial order. Surely if the Church is 
under obligations, not only to maintain in her own 
bosom, but also to impart, as far as possible to the 
whole world, all such religious knowledge, wor- 
ship and ordinances as God hath revealed in his 
word, she is bound to see to it, that no persons shall 
be either educated or sent forth as ministers, who 
are not well instructed in her doctrine and order, and, 
as far as can be ascertained, firmly attached to 
both. This is equally a dictate of duty to our Mas- 
ter in heaven, and to our own beloved institutions. 
To suffer Boards constituted by ourselves ; pledged 
to adhere to our own standards; and responsible to 
our own jndicatories, to languish, while we sustain 
and strengthen societies over which we have no 
control, and which are gradually undermining, at 
once, our purity, and of course, our real strength, 
while professing to add to our numbers, would be 
manifestly asunwiseas it would be criminal in those 
who profess to love the Presbyterian Church, and 
to consider her as conformed, in her doctrine and 
order to the Apostolic model. 


One of the most formidable evils of the present 
crisis is the wide spread and ever restless spirit of 
Radicalism, manifest both in the Church, and _ in 
the State. Its leading principle every where 
seems to be to level all order to the dust. Mighty 
only in the power to destroy, it has driven its deep 
agitations through the bosom of our beloved Church. 
Amidst the multiplied and revolting forms in which 
it has appeared, it is always animated by one prin- 
ciple. It is ever the same levelling, revolutionary 
spirit, and tends to the same ruinous results. It 
has, in succession, driven to extreme fanaticism 
the great cause of Revivals of Religion—of 'Tem- 
perance—and of the Rights of Man, It has aimed 
to transmute our pure faith into destructive heresy ; 
our Scriptural order into confusionand misrule. It 
has crowded many of our churches with ignorant 
zealots, and unholy members; driven our pastors 
from their flocks; and with strange fire consumed 
the heritage of the Lord, filling our churches with 
confusion, and our judicatories with conflict; 
making our venerated name, and beloved insti- 
tutions so far as its fearful influence extends, a 
hissing and a bye-word before the American people ; 
and even threatening the dissolution of our Nation- 
al union, as well as the dismemberment of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 7 
While we have endeavoured to take, as our 
Master enabled us, decisive measures for securing, 
under the divine blessing, the future purity and 
peace of our body, we would openly admit, dear 
brethren, that mere orthodoxy, and regular scrip- 
tural government, ought not to be considered by 
any church as the only, or even as the chief ob- 
jects of her regard. Let it never be forgotten that 
truth, whether in respect to doctrine or discipline, 
is in order to godliness; and that the real pros- 
perity and glory of any church consists in the pre- 
sence and power of the Holy Spirit, enlightening, 
reviving, and sanctifving her members, and addin 
to their numbers daily of such as shall be saved. 
We would, therefore, now that the adorable Head 
of the Church has enabled us in some measure to 
remove from our body the most prominent sources 
of division and strife, humble ourselves before God, 
and call upon all our brethren of every name, with 
us to seek and pray without ceasing for those re- 
viving and- converting influences of. the Holy 
Spirit, which alone can render any Church what 
it ought to be,—a real blessing to the world, and a 
nursery for heaven. And while we earnestly de-. 


several of our sister churches, has at length fallen 


| great importance of distinguishing between genu- 
iné revivals of religion, and those which are spurt- 
ous and fanatical. The former are the product of 
Gospél truth, impressed on the heart and conscience 
by the Holy Spirit. of God. The-latter are mere 
excitements of natural feeling, produced either by 
error, or by some other form of human machinery. 
In proportion as the former prevail, the Church is 
prosperous and happy. ‘The jatter, however arro- 
gant in claim, or plausible in appearance, are only 
tted to send a blight on the garden of the Lord, 
and to deceive and destroy the souls of men. We 
fear that not a little of that which has assumed the 
—— name of revivals, in various parts of our 
unds, is of this latter description. This lamenta- 
ble fact, however, creates no prejudice in our 
minds against genuine revivals of. religion. It 
rather excites us to desire and long for them with 
more ardour; to pray for them with more importu- 
nity; to promote them with more care by an edify- 
ing example ; and to guard against all counterfeits 
with more enlightened vigilance. © 
hren farewell. May the God of Israel bless 
you ‘all—every one. We love, with tenderness 
which we cannot utter, our own portion of the 
Church of Jesus Christ our Lord. But we love 
also every other portion of the inheritance, of that 
dear Saviour—and rejoicing in the confident hope 
that ‘heaven will ring with praises of the re- 
deemed from amongst every Christian denomina- 
tiong-our ardent and constant desire is, to draw the 
bonds of union between us, and all the rest, as 
closé:as possible here below. Hence the present 
epistie to our brethren. Hence our earnest desire 
to explain clearly to them our posture, our action, 
and the solemn crisis which having first overtaken 


upon us, and will unquestionably overtake, in suc- 
cession, all denominations of Christians. 

Aad now may God of his infinite mercy set the 
seal of his visible approbation upon what his provi- 
dence and grace have enabled us to do. And may 
you brethren be preserved from the evils which we 
have endured—or be enabled to meet them with 
more promptitude and fidelity than we have done. 

And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
abide richly on all who love his holy name. 

By order of the General Assembly. 


DAVID ELLIOTT, Moderator. 
Joun McDoweE Stated Clerk. 


NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

The General Assembly, in presentirg a succinct 
account of the state of religion in the churches under 
their care, would, in the first place invite attention 
to those circumstances that are favourable in their 
aspect, and which indicate that the God of Jacob 
is still our refuge. 

The stated means of grace, such as the admin- 
istration of the word and ordinances, have been 
enjoyed by our churches, perhaps to a greater ex- 
tent than in any former year. And in the use of 
those means many of them have been strengthened 
and built up in the faith, and the number of mem- 
bers gradually increased. 

Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes seem to have 
been peculiarly blessed the past year, as instru- 
ments in the hand of God for good. There is one 
united testimony, from almost every part of the. 
Church, as to the increase of Sabbath Schools, their 
flourishing condition, comparatively speaking, and 
their great usefulness as nurseries in the Lord’s 
vineyard. ‘The Assembly in view of the necessity 
that exists for early religious training, in order that 
our land may become thoroughly Christian, and 
that we may do our part in evangelizing the world, 
Would énjoin it on our ministers and Church ses- 
sions, and private members to pay special atteiftion 
to the catechising our youth, and to the encourage- 
ment of Sabbath Schools, and all other means of 
spiritual instruction. 

Revivals of religion have been experienced to 
some extent in our churches, though not as in 
years that are past. Several Presbyteries express 
their gratitude to God for the outpouring of the 
Spirit upon a portion of their cougregatiuns; the 
effect of which has been manifest in the enlivening 
of their graces, in an incréased zeal in urging for- 
ward the benevolent operations of the day, and in 
the turning of the hearts of sinners among then to 
the Lord. | 

It behooves us, however, to feel humble that 
these refreshings have not been more general: for 
as God’s hand 1s not shortened that it cannot save, 
nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear, surely our 
sins have separated between us and our God, and 
caused him to withhold the blessing. Brethren, 
unless we have the Spirit of God in larger measure 
than has yet been experienced amongst us, the 
conversion of the world can never be accomplished. 
Cease not, then, to pray—* O Lord, revive thy 
work.” 

A commendable spirit of liberality, manifested 
in pecuniary contributicns, has been evinced in 
most parts of the Church; in consequence of which 
various associatiuns have been enabled to engage 
more actively in diffusing the blessings of the 
Gospel. The General Assembly’s Board of Missions, 
and Board of Education, have met with great en- 
couragement in many of our Presbyteries and 
churches; their agents having found a ready re- 
ception, and much willingness on the part of many 
toaid them. May not the Assembly indulge the 
hope that soon every Presbyterian Church in 
our connexion will come forward to sustain 
these Boards, not merely because they are under 
the supervision and control of the General As. 
sembly, and consequently are the regular organs 
of our Church, in their respective departments; | 
but also as very efficient auxiliaries in advancing 
the cause of our Redeemer. 

The Presbyterian Foreign Missionary Society, 
under the care of the Synods of Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia, is attracting the attention of many 
portions of the Church; and by its growing zeal 
and fidelity gives assurance that it will be a pow- 
erful instrument in blessing heathen lands. Bre- 
thren, we aim at the conversion of the world. Our 
Church should consider herself a great Missionary 
Society ; and we are persuaded that she ought to 
do more in the Foreign tield than she has heretofore 
even attempted. Let uscome to the great work of 
Foreign Missions, with a spirit of enlarged bene- 
volence; and by God’s blessing on ovr labours, the 
desert will be made to blossom as the rose. We 
rejoice also, in the high character and continued 
usefulness of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. Many of our ministers and 
church membersaid it cheerfully with their prayers 
and offerings ; and we have every reason to believe 
that the smiles of heaven rest upon it, in its well 
directed efforts to enlighten and save the heathen. 

By reports from many Presbyteries both in the 
North and in the South, it appears that the attention 
of many has been turned prayerfully to the too 
long neglected descendants of Africa, scattered 
in every part of the land. Active exertions have 
been made in several places to elevate them intel- 
lectually and morally, and so far with encouraging 
success. Schools have been established where the 
laws will admit of it, and great anxiety for im- 
provement has sprung up in the minds of mul- 
titudes of them, who, a few years ago, seemed 
destined to ignorance with its attendant trains of 
vice and misery. The work is arduous; but it is 
of vast importance. To what source so promising 
can we turn for Missionaries to traverse the sands 
of Africa, as to this numerous people? They are 
providentially placed among us; and their circum- 
stances call upon us for that moral and religious 
instruction which will conduce to their happiness, 
and prepare them to perform their duties as men 
and christians. The prayer of every benevolent 
heart should ascend to God for their best interests, 
especially that all classes of them may be delivered | 
from that worst of. -bondage—the thraldom of sin 
and satan. The genuineness of our philanthropy, in 
sending Missionaries to the heathen, may well be 


lustrating the truth of that sacred maxim, “ Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” 


spirit -of worldliness. 
statements from many parts of our land, that Sab- 
cially in the suburbs of cities, and along the lead- 


gance, fraud, und licentiousness, have all been 
rether increasing than diminishing, during the 


and order, and the consequent strife and alienation 
among brethren, still exist among us toan unhappy 
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the poor and needy at our own doors, and make no 
effort for their. conversion. 

The cause of Temperance still enlists the affec- 
tions and receives the support of our people. In 
some the enemy seems to-have gained 
ground, because of the supineness of its friends, but 
in general it is otherwise. It is with the utmost 
surprise and pain that we learn from the reports of 
twoor three Presbyteries, that some of their mem- 
bers, and even ruling elders, still manufacture and 
sell ardent spirits. These things ought not so to be. 
They are a stumbling bluck to many, and have a 
manifest tendency to bring overwhelming calami- 
ties both temporal and spiritual on society at large. 
No church can shine as a light in the world while 
she openly sanctions and sustains any practices, 
which are so evidently destructive of the best in- 
terests of society. 

Among those circumstances that are deplorable 
in their nature, and threatening in their aspect to 
the Church of God, we must place in the front 
rank that, rage for gain which is evinced by the 
unhallowed spirit of speculation which abounds in 
every part of the land. A loud lamentation on 
this subject comes up from every quarter; and we 
are sorry to say that this spirit is not confined to 
men of the world only, but it has entered also into 
the sanctuary of God. We fear that the strong 
tendency to idolize wealth is seriously threatening | 
the best interests of our Church, and fearfully il- 


It behooves us 
to notice the signs of the times, in connexion with 
this subject, and view them as God’s rebuke to this 
We may also notice the 


bath breaking has increased the past year, espe- 


ing lines of travel through all the country. And 
we have reason to believe further, that extrava- 


t year. 
The divisions in our Church respecting doctrine 


extent. It should humble us before God, and lead 
us to cry mightily to him for direction; for vain is 
the help of man at such a crisis. We dwell not 
on this unpleasant topic, brethren, but would ask 
you to unite with us in earnest supplication, that 
God may overrule these evils so as to lead us into 
all the truth; and that we may see eye to eye, 
that we may all speak the same things, and be of 
one mind in carrying forward the cause of Christ 
upon earth. 

Profane swearing, gambling, violence, and blood- 
shed prevail to a fearful extent in our beloved 
country, and are symptoms of a sad decline in the 
morals of the nation. We know that the Spirit of 
the Lord can lift up a standard against these vices, 
and that the Spirit is given in answer to prayer. 
But, alas! the information comes from every quar- 
ter that a spirit of grace and supplication is found 
in very few of our churches. Is it not time to 
proclaim a fast, and humble ourselves in sackcloth, 
mourning over our iniquities and backslidings, for 
God is able to turn again the captivity of Zion. 

The reports from the Congregational Associa- 
tions with which we maintain a fraternal corres- 
pondence, manifest an interesting state of things 
in the churches of New England. Revivals of re- 
ligion have been experienced in a considerable 
number of their churches; and, as usual, spirited 
and successful efforts have been made in behalf of 
the various benevolent operations of the day. 

Finally, brethren, we feel that we have much to 
deplore, in our review of the past year, when we 


of the subject, it appears, that the se 
necessary fur the well being of the 
Church exists aJready, and that we have nothing. 
to do, but to act on the facts of the case, to sécure 
our tranqaility. 


of union of 1801 was unconstitutional. 
admitted that the most fundamental and sound 


vision of the Church, which al} seemed 


tentions which distract the Church evidently 
cut. This plan was indeed projected and brought 


dently originated from the purest and most benevo- 
its effects.. We mean no disrespect to the Congre- 


there is no denomination of Christians beyond the 


alists and Presbyterians into the same denomination 
has been the principal cause of those dissentions 


We allude to these circumstances merely for 
the purpose of explaining the only remedy which 


appears applicable to our present troubles. ‘The 


Plan of Union adopted in 1801 was evidently un- 


constitutional in its nature, and of a tendency to 
subvert the institutions and distinctive charaeter of 


the Presbyterian Church. And such being the 
fact, it was certainly the duty of the present As- 


sembly to abrogate said plan and to declare it void © 
from the beginning. From this act of abrogation, 
and from the declaration that it was void from the 
beginning, it would necessarily follow, that the. 
Churches, Presbyteries, and Synods, formed under 
said plan, were of course not to be considered as 


parts of the Presbyterian Church. From this view 
ation, 60 
resbyterian 


1. In the first place, we have said that the act 
It will be 


partsof the constitution of any community, are those 
parts which form the legislative and jodicial cours 


cils of the community, and designate the qualifica- 
tions of the members ofsaid councils. These are parts 
of the government, in all societies, deemed toe sae 
cred to be touched by any authority, excepting that — 
which can make and unmake the constitution at its ° 
pleasure. Should any authority in the United 
States, assume to introduce into the State Legisla- 


tures or Congress, men not constitutionally quali- 

fied, and who were subjects of another politica} 

power, the alarm would be given at once, that a 

inost violent outrage had been inflicted on our go- 

vernments and our rights. And although we would 
say it with respect, yet we must say, that this was 

the very thing which the act of 1601 effected in. 
the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church. By 
that act committee-men, belonging to the Congre- 

vational Church, and under its government, were 

introduced into our Presbyteries, and by the subse- 

uent execution of the act, into our Synods and our 

eneral Assembly. Men who were under the au- 

thority ofa body without our church, exercised the 

highest power of the Church. This was a most 
palpable infraction of our constitution. 

In the next place all the churches formed and 

constituted under the operation of this ect were at 

least, as much trained in doctrine and church or- 

der, on the Congregational as on the Presbyterian 
plan, and had just as much preparation for - 

ing members of a Congregational as of a Presby- 

terian church ; and therefore any subsequent acts 
of any of our judicatories, forming such ehurches: 
into Presbyteries or Synods, and connecting them 
with us as constituent parts of our body were un- 
constitutional. ‘T'his has been the source of all. 


reflect (in the language of one of our Presbyte- 
ries) that the state of religion in our churches is 
not to be estimated by their numbers; or their 
wealth ; or their popularity ; and not even by their 
peace and harmony, since the one may be the 
slumber of lukewarmness, and the other an agree- 
ment to connive at sin. But we are to judge of their 
condition by their purity of principles and holy liv- 
ing; by their love of truth and justice; their hatred 
of all sin; by their efforts to secure a proper regard 
to the divine Jaw, and the removal of existing ob- 
stacles to the spread of the Gospel; and by their 
using efficient and active measures to publish sal- 
vation to every creature. “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” 


By order of the General Assembly. 
DAVID ELLIOTT, Moderator. 
Joun McDowe tt, Stated Clerk. 


PASTORAL LETTER 0 THE CHURCHES 
UNDER ‘THE CARE UF THE GENERAL AS. 
SEMBLY. 


_ Dear Brethren,—As the doings of the present 
General Assembly have been ofan unusual charac- 
ter and such as may produce important consequen- 
ces, we think it proper to lay an abstract of our 
decisions, and the reasons of them, before the 
churches under our care. Discerning men have 
perceived for a number of years, that the affairs of 
our beloved church, were hastening to a crisis; 
and when the members of the present Assembly, 
came together, the state of parties was such, as to 
make it manifest, that a division of the Church was 
the must desirable object that could be effected. 
What are called the Old School and New School 
parties are already separated in fact; in almost 
every part of our country, where those parties exist 
they have less ministerial or Christian communion 
with one another, than either of those parties has 
with Christians of other denominations; and they 
are so equally balanced in point of power, that for 
years past, it has been uncertain until the General 
Assembly was fully organized, which of those 
parties would predominate in that body. 

From these circumstances, as well as from other 
things, not necessary to mention, it is known to our 
brethren, that the floor of our highest judicatory, 
as well as of our Synods and Presbyteries have 
for years presented scenes of contention and strife, 
such as many of us never expected to witness in 
the Presbyterian Church, and such as are highly 
disgraceful to our Christian character. Thisspirit 
of contention deprives the church of all power for 
maintaining the purity of her standards, and secu- 
ring that wholesome instruction, either in our pul- 
pits or presses, which would conduce to the edifica- 
tion of the body of Christ; and until the parties are 
separated and formed into different denominations 
there is no ground of hope, that these contentions 
can be terminated. | 

So fully was this Assembly convinced, that a 
separation of the parties, was the only cure for the 
evils under which we labour, that a committee was 
appointed by common consent, composed of equal 
numbers from the different sides of the house, to 
adjust if possible the terms of an amicable division 
of the Church, into two separate and independent 
denominations. This joint committee agreed upon 
the principles of the division but could not agree 
upon the form. It was admitted on all hands, that 
the Old School party Should retain the name and 
the funds of the church, and especially all the funds 
and property connected with the Theological Sem- 
inaries at Princeton and Pittsburgh. ‘But on the 
mode of separation the Committee could not agree. 
The New School party would consent to no other 
plan than that of referring it to the Presbyteries in 
order to have the division made by the next Gene- 
ral Assembly. To this plan, the other part 
thought there were insuperable objections. it 
was believed, that our Presbyteries being so 
widely dispersed, the returns from them would be 
uncertain; that many things might occur to defeat 
the arrangement,—and that as the probable result, 
the parties would come to the next Assembly, with 
more determination to contend for the power and 
government of the whole Church than on any 
former occasion. 

On reviewing the causes from which our trou- 
bles have arisen, another plan presented itself to 
the view of the majority, which appeared better 


our present evils; the raising up of Presbyteries 
and Synods out of men who had at least as much 
of the Congregational as Presbyterian character, 
bas scattered the elements of discord through all 
our regions, and torn our afflicted Church to pieces. 
These indeed were consequences not perceived 
from the beginning; it required the light of expe- 
rience to teach us, that the amalgamation of such 
bodies as the Congregational and Presbyterian 
would produce a ferment sufficient to agitate the 
whole American nation. 

Having traced thus far the unconstitutional and 
pernicious tendency of this Act, it only remains to 
say ; that when this act is abrogated by the pro- 
per authority, (as a matter of course,) every thing 
which arose under its influence and training, is 
abrogated with it. This we presume is the ground 
on which all the jurispradence of our country 
stands, and upon which all our political courts and 
legislatures act. It has indeed been said, that 
when: an unconstitutional law forms a contract, 
the abrogation of the law cannot set the contract 
aside, as this would suppose that a person might 
take the advantage of his own wrong to relieve 
himself from a just obligation. But to this it may 
be answered, that an unconstitutional law can give 
rise to no binding contract. Tbe unconstitutional 
ity supposes that the organ of government is grant- 
ing what it has no right to grant, and therefore no 
obligation can be imposed. But in the present case 
the Act in question goes to the subversion of the 
Presbyterian Church, and therefore any contract 
which could arise under it calculated to destroy 
that Church, would be of such an immoral tendency 
ascould impose no obligation ;—it is one of the first 
principles of morals that an unlawful contract is 
not to be fulfilled. — 

_ It then appears plain to us, that by the abroga- 
tion of the act of 1801, the Synods of the Western 
Reserve, Utica, Genessee, and Geneva, are inde- 
pendent bodies standing on their own ground, and 
free to choose their future connexions, and that 
thus far a separation exists between us and them 
which may greatly conduce to the peace and com- 
fort of both parties; and as both the majority and 
minority agreed in expressing the opinion, that a 
division of the Church in conformity with the sym- 
pathies of the present parties, was both desirable 
and expedient, we were much surprised to find, 
that the minority would not agree with us in carry. 
ing out the existing separation, so as to form the 
Church into two distinct bodies, either of which 
would be sufficiently large to form a General As- 
sembly, and which might act peaceably in promot- 
ing the common interests of our Redecmer’s king - 
dom. In our present connexion there is no hope of 
peace. ‘The controversy threatens to become more 
fierce, more extensive, and more destructive of al] 
the vital principles of religion the longer we con- 
tinue together. Indeed the great motives for all the 
measures of separation to which we have resorted 
on the present occasion are the peace, erit 
and holiness of our beloved Chureh, ob- 
jects we believe can never be obtained, until this 
separation is effected. 

_ Our brethren of the minority seemed to consider 
it as an insult, when we urged the fact, that the 
abrogation of an unconstitutional law left us as dis- 
tinct and separate bodies ;—we intended no insult ; 
the ground we took and the language we used im- 
plied none ; we only said that they were separate 
from us, and we from them; if this implied dis- 
grace on them it iunplied the same on ourselves; 
we wished both parties to consider themselves as 
on equa] ground; and as to the unconstitutional 
law from which all our misapprehensions had arisen 
we were willing that the greater blame should lie 
onus. In fact our wish was and is to part as 


trine and Church order we cannot agree, let each 


and practice, and pursue their course, as those who 
must give account to the Great Shepherd and 
Bishop of their souls. 
We have now, dear brethren, briefly explained: 
the reasons, for the course we have taken on the 
present occasion, and we believe it would hare 
been a blessing to our Church if the measures 
now adopted had been resorted to at an earlier 
period. The p of controversy has greatly 
destroyed brotherly confidence. - Indeed, the union 
between the parties, for several years, has only ex- 
isted in name; in fact, they have- been two sepa- 
rate bodiee, and we believe the sooner they are 


garded as “minor-errors!” ‘They form, in fact, 
Compe! and -it is impossible for those | 


tion the constitutionality. of our proceedings. On 


sire and implore this blessing, Jet us remember the 


questioned, if we have no bowels of compassion for 


calculated to effect, in a peaceable manner, that di- 


brought to consider. themselves as forming distinct 


az a matter of indispensable necessity. The com * 


from the plan of union formed in 1801 between the” : 
General Assembly and the Association of Cunnecti-* 


into operation by some of the wisest and best, men 
the Presbyterian Church has ever known, and itevi- » 


lent motives. It has however been disastroua in * 
gationalists of New England, as such; indeed — 
pale of our own church whom we esteem and love ° 


more sincerely ; and yet we believe that the at-~ 
tempt by this plan of union to bring Congregation- . 


which now distract and rend the Church to pieces... 


brethren, and as in certain important points of doc- — 


party take the word of God as their rule of faith | 
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ERMS—Two Dollars and Fifty cente in advance. 
"Three Dollars if not paid in advance. 


GewerAL AssemBiy.—We present to our 
- ‘readers, in our present number, three important 


_- “documents: from the General Assembly, and the 


conclusion of the minutes and of the debate ‘on 


“the Questions of greatest interest which were 


~ 


; brought before that body. We feel it nevessary 
"to say of the-debate, that it is.our first attempt at 
the difficult work. of reporting, and this must 


‘plead our apology for its imperfections. We fiat- 


_. ter ourselves, however, that we have acted with 


and have preserved, on‘ both sides, 


| gould we have su 


"the. spirit of the argument. We have not at- 
“tempted ‘a verbal report of speeches, for even 
ed in such an attempt, it 


would have eneambered oor columns with much 


4 ‘extraneous _ matter, as every one knows, who has 
~ been in thé habit of observing the discursiveness 

of extemporary debate. In important matters we 
have often, however, preserved the precise lan- 
guage of the speakers. Our report has been con- 

‘fined to the main questions brought up on the 
« Memorial; we have not attempted to sketch the 

incidental debates which frequently occurred, be- 
-. eauee they were generally desultory and unedify- 
‘ fing, and not, unfrequently of a character to reflect 

‘but little credit on certain speakers. Our general 
~ “impression of the proceedings, on a calm review, 
. Gonstrains us to say, that much talent was dis- 
_ played by both the ‘contending parties, and, con- 


'~idering the highly exciting topics which were 


- discussed, an unusual degree of order and deco- 
rum prevailed. We say this, although an at- 


~ “tempt is made by certain partisan presses, to pro- 


duce the impression that the sessions of the As- 


= _sembly exhibited one scene of disorder and disre- 


. 


gard of all the decencies which should charac- 


- terize a deliberative body. On several occasions 
“gome ill-bred persons among. the spectators ex- 
pressed their disapprobation of the course of the 
‘orthodox by hisses, but for such disorder the As- 


-. sembly were not answerable, and Mr. Jessup, one 


of the leaders of the minority, expressed his ab- 


__ horrence of such a breach of decency in the strong- 


eat possible terms. 


~ «The Assembly has now closed ; its acts are to 


be reviewed by the Church, and when the excite- 
“ment has subsided, it is probable that the judi- 
. cious and pious of all denominatidns will come to 

a similar conclusion to the following, which we 
extract from Zion’s Advocate, a Baptist journal, 
_ published in Portland, Maine. 

_ “We pretend not to prophecy—yet we think we 
- gee something of the future history of the Presby- 

terian Church. We think they have passed the 
-Crisis. Strict Presbyterians will prevail, and those 
who cannot go with them will hires independent 


_chorches. And why should not this result be 


satisfactory to all concerned? Why should men 
wish to crowd into the Presbyterian Church who 

are with them neither in doctrine or discipline? 

_ Surely it is better to love one another apart than 

to come together to quarrel.” 

_ _ When we have published the Protests and An- 

. sWers, we propose to give a general and dispas- 


~ sionate review of the proceedings of this truly im- 


portant Assembly. Our readers, we hope, will 


_* require no apology from us, for devoting our paper, 


for a few weeks, to these deeply interesting mat- 


| Reported by the Editor. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY —DEBATE ON THE ME- 
‘MORIAL. 


(Concluded.) 
Saturdag@Morning, June 3. 
Mr. BreckinrincE moved, That in consequence 
of the abrogation, by this Assembly, of the Plan 
of Union of 1801, between it and the General As- 
sociation of Connecticut as utterly unconstitu- 
- tional, and therefore nuil and void from the begin- 
ning, the Synods of Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, 
~ which were formed and attached to this body un- 
‘der and in execution of said Plan of Union, be, 
and they are hereby declared to be out of the ec- 
‘clesiastical connexion of the Presbyterian Church 
-of the United States of America, and that they are 
not in form or in fact an integral portion of said 
Church. 
The motion being seconded, 

Mr. Breckinridge remarked, that the constitu- 
tional question which affected the Synod of West- 
ern Reserve equally atiected these Synods, and 
had been amply. discussed and finally settled. 
The Plan under which they had been formed had 
been. proved to be, ab initio, unconstitutional, and 
it was not necessary to repeat the arguments. 
The principle which had been eettled in relation 
to one Synod was now to be applied to three other 
‘Synods which had been similarly created. The 
Plan of Union-was originally designed for the re- 
gion of Western New York, in which these Sy- 

‘nods lie. This was a historical fact which would 
not be denied; and if this Plan was designed for 


_ .them, they could be nothing but what that Plan 


made them. If the Plan proposed to erect churches 
‘which were one-half Presbyterian and one-half 
Congregational, we must presunne that the churches 
in these are of thischaracter. The fact is, 
that these Synods and their Presbyteries were made 
up of men who were not Presbyterians, and who had 
come into the Church by an arrangement which 
was’ fundamentally unconstitutional. The proof 
which can be commanded shows, that they are no 
better than the Plan makes them. You have 
heard letters read on this floor from some of their 
Presbyteries, which not only declared their re- 
fugal to obey the orders of the General Assem- 


bly, but which were insulting in their expres-|_ 


sions, and one of these letters bore the signa- 
ture, as Stated Clerk, of a member on this floor. 
letter from.an agent within the bounds of the 
resbytery of 
ing the roy, page ists; one says it is only the 
‘unsound part that joing the Congregationalists, 
but another (Mr. Stillman) says those who are 
sound in the faith make this change; yes, they are 
leaving “she Presbyterian Church on account of 
the corruptions pervading it, in that region. The 
atatistics of these three Synods ‘afford a of 
suspicion that many of their churches are Congre- 
tional, and if the members of these ~$Synods on 
his floor will not give proof to the contrary, the 
presumption is strongly against them. If you will 
consult'the Plan of Union ‘you will find four cate- 
anaes orie of which provides for Presbyte- 
el churches, and consequently we may. presume 
that only_one in four of their churches is strict] 
‘Presbyterian. The small number of ruli 
which attend their judicatorigs corroboration 
of this. As an additional proof that these Synods 


-elders 


~ 


“| nothing to them but their Presbyterian character, 
-|and without injuring or-unchurching- them, we 


34> 1.4 ny | merely say to them, stand aside. Ever since 
E PRESBYTERI AN. he had Plas of Uion, he had sincerely 


| the Romans when they offered terms of adjust- 
| ment to an enemy to adhere to those terms, even 


says, that many are join- | 


tuntary associations, and should dislike to 
Y | identified with the General Assembly’s Board. = 


Mr. Buti 


of Christ at large and the Presbyterian Church; 
and in reference to these churches, we deny 


wished for its abrogation and hoped for the time to/ 
come when it might be done; and now he blessed 
God: that the opportunity: had occurred,- and he 
would: press it until all were out of the Church 
who ought to be out of it. It wasa custom with 


after. they had gained victory after victory over 
them; and he would say to these Synods, even 
after they should be declared to be out of the 
Church, if you will accept the terms of separation 
first offered, you shall still have them, but if you 
refuse, we nust goon. The times demanded ac- 
tion; there was a spirit of radicalism in the 
Church which should be suppressed; a spirit 
which originated the controversy among the 
Quakers, which was found in other churches, 
which drove every thing to extremes; which, tak- 
ing advantage of the awakened interest in human 
rights would not. stop short of amalgamation, and 
which, seizing on the glorious cause of ‘Temperance, 
was ruining it by their determination to push it in- 
‘to tee-to-talism; it was such a spirit which was 
rife in Western New York, and in the hands of 
the majority of this Asseinbly was reposed the con- 
servative power against the ragings of radicalism 
and fanaticism. | 
_ Mr. Jessur rose not to argue the question, but 
simply to offer a substitute to the motion before 
the house, which he hoped would be adopted in 
lieu of it. [For the substitute see the minutes of 
the Assembly.] | 

Dr. Beman. You have already thrown thirteen 
members out of this house by a proceeding both 
summary and unconstitutional ; you have disowned 
one hundred ministers, and you are now invited to 


Such is the broad sweep of these resolutions. And 
what is the ground of your action?! their connexion 
with Congregational churches—the very thing 
which you have encouraged. We have reformers 
here, who will let ministers become merchants, 
planters, and editors, and do any thing else but 
preach the Gospel; yes, you will sutfer them 
to become caterers and dry nurses to the Church. 
Another ground is, that there is perfectionism; 
this was pleaded as a reason for cutting oft 
the Western Reserve; that is the Western 
Reserve is to be cut off, because the perfectionists 
were turned out of the churches in New York! 
This he thought a non-sequitur. Here then comes 
& proposition to cut off three more Synods, and if 
the thing would be made complete the Synod of 
Albany should be added, the majority of whose 
Presbyteries partake of this sin; and the only 
Presbytery which was free from the charge was 
the one to which he belonged, the Presbytery of 
Troy. The principle of excision should apply to 
this Synod, because within its bounds, the Plan of 
Union originated. It is alleged that voting for the 
elective aifin ty principle ought to throw a man 
out of the Presbyterian Church; then the Assem- 
bly which voted for the introduction of the Associ- 
ate Reformed Synod ought to be put out, for the 
Presbyteries of that Synod were allowed to con- 
tinue their organizations and were strictly elective 
affinity. It is also said that it is a disqualification 
not to have answered the constitutional questions ; 
then what business has Dr. Junkin here? when he 
came from the seceders, did he answer these ques- 
tions? Did any of the ministers of the Associate 
Reformed Synod answer these questions? He was 
in the same plight himself. Twenty-four years 
ago, he was received by one of the most orthodox 
Presbyteries of the South, a Presbytery which was 
represented in the Convention, and that was 
enough to prove its orthodoxy surely, and he an- 
swered no questions. He laid his certificate of li- 
censure with his certificate of dismissiun from his 
association on their table, and no questions were 
putto him. ‘The Synod of Western Reserve are 
ready to answer your questions ; let us all answer 
them that have not done so, and let Dr. Junkin and 
myself be called on first. | 
Interrupted by adjournment. 


Monday Morning, June 5. 

[Dr. Beman resumed, but as we were prevented 
from being in the house at the time, we are unable 
to give notes of the additional hour which his 
speech occupied. As we were informed that it 
consisted of invective rather than argument, we 
resume our readers will not grieve over the 
oss of it.] 


Mr. Piumer said he would make some remarks 
on the effects of the abrogation of the Plan of Union, 
on the legality of the decision in the case of the 
Western Reserve, and on the liberty to apply the 
same principle to the three Synods embraced in 
the resolution before the house. Nothing has yet 
been said on the other side, touching these ques- 
tions, They stand like the Rock of Gibraltar, and 
though like that rock, sometimes involved in mist, 
yet they stand immoveable and unmoved. There is 
a vast difference between answering arguments and 
making bold assertions. ‘I'he brethren who have 
advocated this resolution, need not make their argu- 
ments stronger if they could, although they have 
been calumniated and abused by the last speaker. 
W hat is the state of the question? The decision we 
ask you to make is that these Synods are not a part 
of the Presbyterian Church, and the question now 
before us is, shall we admit therm into our com- 
munion ? Can we safely open the door and let them 
enter? It is not, shall we cut them off, but can we 
safely let them in? On this point I wish to make 
some ctatements, and read some documents, show- 
ing to this house the spirit and character of that 
region contemplated in these resolutions. I call 
the attention of the house again to the letter read 
on Saturday last from Dunkirk in the state of New 
York, addressed to the Assembly’s Board of Edu- 
cation. Mr. Plumer then read what follows: 


“ Dunkirk, N. Y. April 14th, 1836. 


“Rev. J. Breckinridge, 
Cor. Sec. Gen. Ass. Board of Education. 


“ Dear Sir—A Circular from your Financial Secre- 
tary with your endorsement has been forwarded to me, 
as Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Buffalo, to which 
I am desired to forward a reply, which I now attempt 
to do according to the best of my ability. But I wish 
it to be understood that I do this because you request it. 
“ J. How many Candidates? ‘There are four regu- 
larly under Presbytery—neither of whom ever was or 
ever will be beneficiaries. Besides these, we have 
twelve who are studying with a view tothe Ministry, 
but are not under care of Presbytery, though they are 
beneficiaries. 


“6. Are you directly or nominally auxiliary to the 


“No. Nor have we any fellowship for it whatever. 


Ms From what sources do your Candidates recvive 
ai 
“We consider the twelve young men ina certain 
sense Candidates—thcy have all received aid from the 
Presbyterian Branchof the AmericangEducation Society, 
one of those irresponsible, voluntary associations whose 
credit remains good, without the aid of an Ecclesiastical 
endorsement, and we think that credit will be good, 
when the Corresponding Secretary’s prayer is answer- 
ed, and the General Assembly shall cease to be. 
“ My Brother—I beg you will not swell the list of 
your Beneficiaries, by adding to it those that belong to 
Buffalo Presbytery, for we love our attachments to vo- 
have it understood, or even suspected, that we were 
* Yours in candour, 


apply the pruning knife to four hundred more! | 


sooner. will they return to the | were ‘srictly-under the Plan of Union, it imight ‘said “Mr. was to hinder the Boafd of| think of a Synod that will nourish in its bosom. a 


t has from tell Presbytery so grossly remiss in duty, and so crimi- 
en of the Gospel of Christ... | be stated, that within.s few years back, in the case Education. tella li | nall fF in diacipline?. -Bot 
¢vein conclusion, that on what-| of a Mr. Butler, which came before . the - of | subject. - It was to make them tella lie, by saying | nally. neg igent. in pline? Both the -Synod 
tha many beneficiaries, when in fact | and the Presbytery, by refusing tq censure or re- 

dis- | Utica, it was strain these of and these 


make to 
document itself professes to be official, and would 


Brethren,” and not to “Dear Brother.” The re- 
ply to this letter, so offensive as it was, was signed 
officially by the Stated Clerk, and if it were done 
without authority from the Presbytery, it was 
trifling with the Board and deceiving them in a 
very important matter. Such a document stands 
like a line tree in the woods to mark the course 
and limits of an estate, although men may be mis- 
taken, yet the tree never lies. This conduct, 
Moderator, shows what a state of things exists in 
that region. They will give official character to 
documents, without authority, and when these 
documents are made to work against them, they 
will come up here, and by explanations deny 
‘that they have any official character at all. ‘The 
writer of this letter, Sir, believed he would be 
fully sustained by his Presbytery, in the senti- 
ments he expressed in it; he knew well their opi- 
nions and feelings on this subject, otherwise he 
never would have uttered officially these senti- 
ments. [Mr. P. was here called to order for wan- 
dering from the point.] Mr. P. said he really be- 
lieved that the objection was that he was too 
closely to the point. | 

Mr. P. next read a letter from the Presbytery 
of Chenango, dated October, 1836. ‘The substance 
was as follows. In 1834 there was not a real 
Presbyterian Church in the bounds of the Presby- 
tery. At this time there is but one of importance, 
that is fully Presbyterian, and but three altogether 
that are such. The rest are all Congregational, 
and are in connexion with the Presbytery. A let- 
ter from the same gentleman, read on Saturday 
last, stated he was the only pastor of a Presbyte- 
rian Church within the bounds of the Presbytery. 

Mr. P. next read extracts from the pastoral 
letter of the Synod of Geneva, dated Dec. 22, 
1836, which was the date of their last stated meet- 
ing. This letter was published in the New York 
Observer, for Dec. 3lst, 1834. The substance of 
what he read was, that the pastoral office had 
grown almost into disuse, that a ‘settled stated 
ministry had fallen into contempt, and the Synod 
expressed themselves as doubtful whether any 
ministry at all would be left or not. What a state 
of things is here exposed! And yet Dr. Beman 
positively and vehemently denied that any dis- 
orders existed in that region. But these disorders 
are declared to exist, and the declaration is made 
to the world by the Synod itself, and published by 
order of the Synod; thus these brethren are made 
to bear witness against themselves. 

The next document read by Mr. P. was an ad- 
dress to the Congregationalists of New England, 
by a Committee of the Congregational Association 
of Western New York. This document proves 


1. That the nominally Presbyterian churches 
in that region are of New England origin. It 
shows their preference for Congregationalism, and 
that these churches come into the Presbyterian 
Church under the Plan of Union. Bert 

2. That they continue to be Congregationalists 
still, although they have taken the name of Pres- 
byterian. A large number of these churches still 
retain the Congregational form of government, and 
yet they are classed among Presbyterian churches, 
and are professedly subject to the control of ‘Pres- 


tery.. 

"3. That the change from Congregationalism to 
Presbyterianism, was not only nominal merely, but 
was made without conviction, without principle, 
and from mere convenience. 

4. That these churches are wholly ignorant of 
our Constitution and rules, and are in the constant 
practice of violating both. es 

5. That many Congregational ministers, as the 
document expressly declares, became Presnyterian 
for the purpose of strengthening what is called the 
liberal party in the Presbyterian Church, a party 
which he believed were destroying the orthodoxy 
of our Church, and utterly effacing her distinctive 
character. It was, Sir, a party measure. Mem- 
bers of a foreign body coming into ours with all 
their predilections for their own system, and with 
prejudices against ours, for the purpose of turning 
the scale against Presbyterianism. 

(Mr. Jessup here objected to the reading of such 
papers, as the Assembly were not sitting as a 
court, and these papers could not be received as 
testimony. 

Mr. Wowie said he read these documents, not as 
evidence, technically speaking, but as arguments, 
and he thought they were ad rem, and he presumed 
the objector thought so too. Mr. P. remarked that 
if these statements were not true, the people in 
that region would have denied them long ago. If 
it could be so easily shown that they were false, 
he presumed the authors of the document would 
not have made them so boldly and officially. 

[A member here rose to say that these state- 
ments were made by men who had been deposed 
from the ministry in the Presbyterian Church. 
That member was asked if he would-venture to 
assert that the statements were false? but he de- 
clined answering the question.] Ah—said Mr. P.— 
it is not with the character of those who make 
the statements, but the character of the statements 
themselves, that we have to do at present. Will 
any one dare deny them? [Here great confusion 
prevailed. A portion of the house was greatly ex- 
cited, and a noisy attempt was made to prevent the 
further reading of documents. ‘The Moderator de- 
cided that they were in order, when read as argu- 
ments. An appeal was taken from the chair, but 
the house sustained the Moderator.] Mr. Plumer 
proceeded. We have been told that there have 
been extensive revivals of religion in the region of 
the Church of which we speak, and that on this 


account we should not disturb it, nor affect the 
standing of the ministers there. 


[Mr. P. then read from one of Mr. Finney’s Lec- 


tures, delivered in 1836. Also from Harvey’s Re- | _ , 
view of Beecher, and from an official document | judgment of the world and of posterity, as to our 


from the Oberlin Theological Seminary, and from 


Finney’s Lecture again: also from Dr. Mathe- 
son’s Book. } 


Here, Sir, are specimens of the kind and mode 


of instruction given to the people in that region; 
and you have here also a specimen of the kind of tes- 
timony by which these facts are substantiated. A 
brother from that region, who votes with the New- 
school in this House, told me that he had no confi- 
dence at all in the revivals in that region. 
example. ions 
was going on in a certain place, and some of these | by the fact that other denominations are all pray- 

brethren must needs go up and see the great | ing for success to the Old-school. A gentleman 

work. It turned out to be a noisy, fanatical mob | of another denomination told me that if we could | 
of Christians and Perfectionists; about forty pro- | succeed in reforming the church as we had _com- 


For 
It was reported that a great revival 


Assembly’s Board ? fessed conversion, and that revival was duly re- 
ported in the New York Evangelist. 


Mr. Finney acted honestly in going from us to 


the Congregational Church. But Mr. Burchard— | the 
ah! ain io’ Mr. Burchard? Art thou a stranger Episcopal church. They say, and truly say, that 
in Jerusalem and hast thou not heard the things 
which this man hath done? 
of his indecencies, and his outrages upon all the church, or o 
proprieties of social life? Who has not heard of 
his fanaticism and wild-fire? 
of his disorderly and shameful doings in Western 
New York? and yet this man presumed to publish | ‘ from: is 
himself as an Old-school Presbyterian. He is set- | in our course in this house, and telling us that it is 
ting the churches all in a blaze of strange 
wherever he goes, and he is allowed to do this by 
his Presbytery, without being called to an ac- 
count. What are we to think of a Presbytery 
that will permit, without censure or restraint, 
such a man to roam among the 
clean papers, scattering fire-bran 
“ Stated Clerk of Buifalo Presbytery.” | death wherever he goest And what are we to church. 


Have you not heard 


fire, 


churches with 


Who has not heard | school an 


ceived letters from New England, encou 


destroyers of churches, do, by implication and con- 


struction, sanction and abet these disorders, and 


ed, and desolate trees. A good brother told me 
he could preach with more hope of success among 


the followers of Tom Paine than among many of 
And I know there are 


the people of that region. 
several brothers endeavouring to get away from 


is no prospect of success to a settled ministry, and 


try in that region. I could make many more state- 
is not wise, it is not proper to open the door and 
invite these brethren back again into our Church. 
They are now out of our pale by the abrogation 
act, and I am unwilling to let them im again. 


that region consistently with duty, because there 
hardly any hope of their ever being such a minis- 


ments of a similar kind, and J say it 1s not safe, it 


Fanaticism is extensive and rampant in all that 


every where. 
prudent to return as soon as possible. This wild 
and destroy the nation. 


before the House. 


Dr. Beman has stated that the Convention were at 

a loss to know how to get at the Third Presbytery of 
ieved that if it were not for 
the purpose of reaching Dr. Peters, they would not 
Sir, is a vain attempt to frit- 
controversy, involving as it 
does, questions of ¥ital moment to our Church, to a 
inst Dr. Peters. This, Sir, is 
Who is Dr. 
e has written a book, and 


New York, and he be 


touch it atall. Thi 
ter down this gre 


vindictive spirit a 


a poor, pitiable, sHabby concern. 
Peters? It is 


places. 


section of our country, and it is scattering itself 
Some preachers of this stamp have 
visited Virginia, but they soon found that it was 


and ruinous system will spread among us all if it 
be not arrested. And it must be arrested by the 
Presbyterian Church, otherwise it will overrun 
Nothing else can arrest 
it, but the course contemplated in the resolutions 


, lest they be turned out of their 
[Dr. Pefers interrupts the speaker.] The 
Secretary of the Home Missionary Society, muster- 


ing up the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian 


speaker again. ] 


Church, to go and teach Dr. Miller and Dr. Alex- 
ander good manners! [Dr. Peters interrupts the 


1 should think it a very small business to be di- 
verted from a great purpose, in order to hunt up 


Dr. Peters. 


Dr. Beman thinks he knows a good deal about 


The information he 


the doings of the Convention. 


has received must have been from one of the three 


rats I caught the other night, under the window. 


[A member asked Mr. P. in what respects men 
were like rats. Mr. P. replied that some men 


were like rats in this respect, they crept through 
small holes, when the doors were shut. Much 
laughter. ] 


We have had from Dr. Beman to-day, a discourse 
on charity. Moderator, I love charity. It some- 
times happens that those who preach it most, evince 
it least. When I was ordained I solemnly declared 


that I received the Confession of Faith, as contain- 


ing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 


Scriptures. I then took my Bible to find out what 
charity is, and I found that charity rejoiceth in the 


truth. This, Sir, isthe charity that I rejoice in. 


Presbyterians are not only charitable, but they 


are very credulous. 


attachment to the Presbyterian Church. 


They have too readily be- 
lieved loud professions of peace, of soundness _ of 

t nas 
taken many hard knocks to rouse her to a sense of 
her danger. There have been earthquakes in our 


midst, but we still dreamed of security, but I trust 


she has now waked up to her duty, and our first 


step is to the rescue of the Church. 


As to the legal aspect of the case, I can give you 
an opinion too on that-subject, but it is not my own. 
It is the opinion of a New-school lawyer, that the 
Synod of the Western Reserve is now the only 
Presbyterian Church in the United States! [much 
laughter] all the rest are heretics. And this is as 

ood an opinion as Dr. Beman’s and is of equal 


authority. 
President 


Faith for substance of doctrine. 
correct. 


ginia. President Davies never received a man 
who said he believed the Confession of Faith con- 
tained the truth and a great deal more, as was said 
by a member on this floor when called upon to 
adopt the Confession. But admitting that good 
men have acted unconstitutionaily, is that a reason 
why we should goon to act so? [Dr. Beman here 
interrupted the speaker. ] 


Dr. Beman’s allusion to what he calls the pattern 
of orthodoxy in the highlands of Scotland, and his 
abuse of Dr. Junkin, are designed to bring down 
this controversy toa personal affair, to divert the 
minds of his hearers from the great questions 
which are connected with it, and to make light of 
our doings. But sir it is in vain. 

Reference has been made to what will be the 


doings. In Micaiah’s time they caused the people to 
err, to bite with their teeth, and then to cry peace. 
What does posterity think of them. What is 
now the judgment of the Christian world as to 
their conduct. This has been the course of all 
the errorists of whom history gives us any account, 
they cause the people to err, and then cry peace 
and charity to blind the eyes of others, and to put 
down that investigation which would drag them to 
the light. 

We may judge of the opinions of the community 


menced it. would be the most important Synod 
since the Reformation. The testimony of the 
Methodist brethren is well known to be against 
the New-school. 


as long as men are ina church it is their duty to 
be consistent and abide the rules and order of that 
penly leave it. [Mr. P. here read from 

paper, a commendation of the Old- 
of the Assembly.] We are willing, 
sir, to abide the decision of time. We have re- 
ing us 


an Episco 


the right course. Those in the three Synods men- 


tioned in these resolutirns, who love our ehurch, 
and are real Presbyterians, know the way back to 
us as wellas a boy in the western country knows} mans, Woodbull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, Dorrance, 
the way to the mill, or to the meeting house, and 
we hope they will come back, and rejoice with us| } 
ds, arrows, and | in their deliverance and in the reformation of the 


Davies has been referred to as having 
introduced the mode of adopting the Confession of 
This, sir, is not 
The origin of that mode is now a matter 
of history and too well known to leave a doubt 
that it commenced in this country far east of Vir- 


The same remark is true of the | VOrst, 


Monday Afternoon. 
Debate resumed on the 
Synods of Geneva, Utica, and Genesee. get 
Mr. Ewrna. - In relation to the question before | J 


into existence under the Plan of Union. This was 
distinctly the admission of Dr. McAuley, who gave 


ago, over the region contemplated in’ the resolu- 
tion, and remarked that then there were no 
churches there, but that in consequence of the plan 
they had a he up until now they amounted to 
six hundred. Dr. Be 

the same fact, and affirmed that his own Synod 
(Albany) was in the same predicament. In addi- 
tion to this the members of these Synods on this floor, 


have been before the world uncontradicted, and 
therefore may be presumed to be true. It hasbeen 
confidently asserted that.a party in an act have no 
right to judge of its constitutionality and to annul 
it; but this is not so; it is theduty of every pro- 
r tribunal under which it may pass in review, to 
judge of its constitutionality, and to decide accor- 
dingly. The same body which passed a law may 


the legislature of a state may pass a law, and the 
supreme court of the same state may declare it to 
be contrary to the constitution ; here it is the same 
person which speaks; it is the state which in the 
first instance enacts the law through its legisla- 
ture, and it is the same state which through| 
its court, annuls the law. [Mr. Ewing here 


nia, in which the legislature had vested certain 
property in him, but which act was afterwards de- 
clared to be void by the Supreme Court; so that it 
was the same state through different organs, which 
had vested the rights and declared them t» be void. ] 
It was a parallel case to the one under considera- 
tion. Although there was nothing analagous to 
the Supreme Court which had power ro review 
the acts of the Assembly, yet it was the same bod 
which formed the plan of union which declared it 
to be void on constitutional grounds. The As- 
sembly as being the highest tribunal had an un- 
questionable right to pronounce on the constitu- 
tional question. The fallacy of the argument on 
the other side is, that the act partakes of the na- 
ture of a contract, but this is taking for granted the 
vem thing to be proved. _ 

he Plan of Union being unconstitutional was 
void from the beginning, and therefore every thing 
—_ it is to be regarded as if it never had been 
made. 

Mr. Wuire. Professed that he was not in the 
secrets of either party, for he had neither attended 
the Convention of the majority, nor the Caucus of 
the minority. The general principle, however, af- 
fected his constituents, and he felt constrained to 
speak. He would not dwell on the statements. 
which had been made here, and which he was 
reluctant to believe, but would show the necessity 
of bringing the Constitution to bear on alleged 
evils. It was said there were divisions in the 
Church, and he had the proof of it before his eyes 
without going to Paul. So says one Doctor (Jun- 
kin) but another Doctor (Witherspoon) says this 
house and Church cannot be divided upon any 
principle, [Dr. Witherspoon explained; he had 
said there could be no voluntary division] now he 
would examine the positions assumed. 

Ast. It is said present evils grew out of doc- 
trinal errors. On this ground the majority planted 
themselves; but after they had brought in their 
list, and found that the minority were likely to 
unite with them in condemning them, they laid 
the matter on the table and abandoned their 
ground. For his own part he did not believe there 
were any such errors. Then 

2d. Another ground was taken that there must 
be action, although the Constitution does not au- 
thorize it; such is the doctrine of the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Breckinridge said he had 
taken no such ground; his position was that there 
might, under the urgency of the case, be action al- 
though the Constitution had not provided for it, but 
he believed that the Constitution had provided 
for it.] Still headmits that an unconstitutional act 
might be done, and that there was a necessity to do 
the thing now, or it never would be done. Then 

3d. It has been assumed that the Constitution 
fully sanctions these measures. Such was the 
doctrine of the gentleman from Virginia, (Dr. 
Baxter) and it might have made the impression 
that the men you are about to cut off, never 
were in the Presbyterian Church. He was no 
lawyer, but he knew enough of law to see that as 
the Plan of Union only provided for the formation 
of Churches, its abrogation could not affect Presby- 
teries and Synods. These were never formed under 
the Plan, they were formed on Constitutional provi- 
sions, and therefore cannot be touched by your mea- 
sures. [Mr. Anderson asked if Presbyteries and 
Synods were not formed on this plan, how it hap- 
pened that committee men were found in them? 
Mr. White could not answer.] It has been said that 
Congregationalists have no right in the Presby- 
terian Church, but this he denied, for Congrega- 
tionalists from South Britain and New England 
were one of the original parties which formed the 
Presbyterian Church in the old Synod of Philadel- 
phia. He claimed then that the Congregational- 
ists had an ownership in the Presbyterian Church. 
It was suid there was but one way of coming into 
the Church. How then did the Associate Synod 
get admission? They came in as a body and in 
relation to New York they have no geographical 
limits. Yes, and they came into the Church with 
the express understanding that they were to join 
heart and hand in turning out the Congregational- 
ists, one of the original parties. There is one of 
them (Dr. Junkin) who has set himself forward 
to purify the Church, and he has done it witha 
witness; and there is another of them who is 
an Editor, (the editor of the Presbyterian) who has 
scattered fire brands through the Church, and done 
more mischief than any other man in the Church! 
(Dr. Junkin stated that the Editor of the Presby- 
terian had been licensed by the Presbytery of Phi- 
ladelphia, and had never been connected with the 
Associate Synod. Mr. White then begged pardon, 
and aftewards,made a private apology to the Edi- 
tor—so let it pass.] These men have acted to- 
gether, they have acted perseveringly, and now 
you are to see the effect of their action. If any 
body had a right on this floor it was the Congrega- 
tionalists! On the rail road in Maryland, there 
was a fight among the Irish workmen, and the 
parties he understood were settling an old dispute, 
and were called the Corkonians and the Fardowns. 
So it was in the present case an Old dispute; it 
did not commence with the Barnes’ case, but it 
was a contest between the Scotch and Irish on the 
one side, and the New Englanders on the other, or 
he might say the Puritans and Huegonots; it 
was the old world against the new world, and it 
was an attempt on our liberties, and if successful, 
would go far to bring us back to crowned heads! ! 
[This piece of veritable history amused the Assem- 
bly — For one he would resist all such 
attempts; he had been rocked in the cradle of 
er and nourished by the breezes of Bunker- 
ill! 
so windy.] Such, then, is the origin of this con- 


ing 


less, reckless, tyrannieal, [called to i The 
time 1s coming when these divisions will be like the 


but if flames and death must come, let them 
come, they will only bear us away to bliss!!! 
Your action cannot be binding on Synods and 
Presbyteries, and he sincerely hanes they would 
never yield; they. will come here at the next 
Assembly ; and they will demand their rights, 
which God and the civil law will give them! 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question on the first resolution, which 


yeas and nays as follows: 
Yeas—Messrs. Platt, Lege 

Jobnston, Wilkin, Frame, Goldsmith, S Boyd, Potts, Le- 
nox, Murray, B McDowell, Ogilvie, Wm. Wilson, Yeo- 


Harris, Green, Latta, Symington,-Cuyler, Darrach, Pen- 


cKeehan, Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J H 


H Patten, MS Smith K Marshall, McKennan. 
the house, it was clear that these Synods had come on eats A ‘Todd, Hendrea, 


hes also fully edmitted | Cone; Whitlescy, Satage,'M 
man has also fu mitt one, Whittlesey, Savage, M Smith, Hunt, Stow, Peui- 
ronson, McCullou Thatcher, Shipherd, G 
ardson, 
have tacitly admitted all the facts in the case. ‘The | bell, McAuley, Peters, N E Johoson, Cheever, Burnet, 
documents which have been read by Mr. Plumer | Seymour, Woodrutt, A Miller, Jessup, Grant, A White, 
Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, Faris, A Campbeéll,. Cleaveland, 
R Swart, Warriner, Wead, Reed, a 
Dickinson, Bushnell, Phillips, Bradley, Blythe, J Craw- 
lord, J Coe, Carnahan, Whiwey, Clark, Leonard, Kiugs- 
bury, Gould, Graves, Wisner, Cleland, TP Smuh, 
Morrison, Mines, Painter, '!' Brown, McCorkle, McSween, 
Cunningham, E White, Gridley—Nays, 88. 


cited the case of Austin in the state of Pennsylva- | Sed 


bulls from Rome; we have no security against the ns for such safeguards. 


cause he considered the resolutions as they s 
an infringement of the rights of Presbyteries; for 
they say m effect that delegates of new Presbyte- 
ries shall not take their seats, until the Assembly 
is organized and shall have acted on their casé, 
and they may keep them out to the elose of the 


stands at the head of the debate, was carried by sessions. 


» Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M B Patterson, resolutions depended on the words p 
stricken out*it was clear that it was a 


motion respecting the | Deman, Adair, Tait, McCrackin, Van 


Patierson, S Wilson, R. Miller, . Beer, 


H Rice, W.K Stewart, Hopkins; C S Tedd, C Stew. 


eure, J Alexander, W 
Hart, Auderson, Plumer, 


mbs, Torragce, Turner, Crane, 


ovte, Fizgerald, Bazter, 


D McQueen, Power, Pharr, An- 


us a history of his travelling thirty-seven years | Hodge, 
Witherspoon, 
Goulding, Morgan, D — Vancourt, Banks, J Smy- 


Galbraith, J Paton, 
Coit, “Leland, Prau, James McDowell, 


ie, N Smylie —Yeas. 115. 
Nays—Messrs. C Cutler, Southworth, Hoh, 


Macgoffin, Griswold, P 


orter, Sayre, 
Hay, Roy, Lownsbury, 


ack, Stillman, Preston, May, Ostrom, R Camp- 


Cutler, Dolbear, 


Non liquet—Mr. Johu Miller. 
The other resolutions which are as follows were 


pronounce it to be unconstitutional, as for instance | Carried : 


2. That the solicitude of this Assembly on the 


whole subject, and its urgency fur the immediate 
decision of it are greatly increased by reason of 


the gross disorders which are ascertained to have 
revailed in those Synods, (as well as that of the 

estern Reserve, against which a declarative re- 
solution similar to the first of these has been pas- 
during our present sessions,) it being made 
clear to us that even the Plan of Union itself was 
never consistently carried into effect, by those pro- 
a to act under it. 

_3. That the General Assembly has no inten- 
tion, by these resolutions, (or by that passed in 
the case of the Synod of the Western Reserve,) 
to affect in any way the ministerial standing of 
any members of either of said Synods, nor to dis- 
turb the pastoral relation in any church; nor to in- 
terfere with the duties or relations of private Chris- 
tians in their respective congregations; but only to 
declare and determine according to the truth and 
necessity of the case, and by virtue of the full au- 
thority existing in it for that purpose, the relation 
of all said Synods, and all their constituent parts 
to this body and to the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. 

4. That inasmuch as there are reported to be 
several churches and ministers, if not one or two 
Presbyteries, now in connexion with one or more 
of said Synods, which are strictly Presbyterian in 
doctrine and order, be it therefore further 

Resolved, That all such churches and ministers 
as wish to unite with us are hereby directed to ap- 
ply for admission into those Presbyteries belonging 
to our connexion which are most convenient to 
their respective locations; and that any such Pres- 
bytery as aforesaid being strictly Presbyterian in 
doctrine and order, and now in connexion with 
either of said Synods, as may desire to urite with 
us, are hereby directed to make application, with a 
full statement of their cases to the next Gaeeal 
Assembly which will take proper order thereon. 

Yeus.—Messrs. Pia, Legget, R J. Crawford, J. R. 
Johustun, Frame, Goldsmith, S. Boyd, Potts, Lenox, 
Murray, B. McDowell, Ogilvie, W. Wilson, Yeomans, 
Wood ull. Juukin, Lowe, J Wilson, Harris, Green, Lat- 
ta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, Penny, Hamilton, 
Breckinridge, Hickson, . Patterson, McKeehan, 
Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson, Long. J. H. Grier, Hughs, 
Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, Kiddoo, 
Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Lowrie. Mitchell, Hannah, 
Stratton, Adair, Tait, McCrackin, Van Deman, W. Pat- 
terson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, McCombs, Torrance, 
Turner, Crane, Osborn, Marquis, H Patten, M. 8. Smith, 
Marsball. McKennan, Stafford, J. 1. Rice, W. K. Siew- 
art, Hopkins, C, S. Todd, C. Stewart, Irwin, A. Todd, 
Hendren, Moore, J. Alexander, Foote, Fitzgerald, Bux- 
ter, Hart, Auderson, Plumer, Dunn, Graham, Caruthers, 
McQueen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, D. Brown, Galbraith, 
J. Patton, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, J. Greer, Ross, Simp- 
son. Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, 
J. McDowell, Goulding, Morgan, D. Johoson, Van Court, 
Banks, J. Smylie, N Smylie.—Yeas, 113. 

Nays.—Messrs.C Cutler, Southworth, Holt, Burnap, 
Beman, Wood, Macgoffin, Griswold, Porter, Sayre, 
Cone, Whittlesy, Ostiom, K. Campbell, McAuley, Peters, 
N. E. Johnson, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, A. Miller, ' 
Jessup, Grant, A. White, Duffield, Hall, ‘iilbert, Faris 


Reed, £. Cutler, Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushaell, Phillips, 
Bradley, J. Crawford, J. Coe, Carnahan, Whitney, Clark, 
Leonard, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, Wisner, Cleland, 
J. P. Smith, Morrison, Mines, Painter, J. Brown McCor- 
kle, McSween, Cunningham, E. White.—Nays, 60. 

: Tuesday morning, June 6. 

Dr. ALEXANDER, offered the following resolutions 
which he introduced with some very pertinent re- 
marks, showing the necessity of them in order to 
guard against the danger of forming Presbyteries 
merely with a view to power, and of the propriety 
of the Assembly judging in the matter instead of 
entrusting it to a small committee. : 

1. That no commissioner from a newly formed 
Presbytery shall be permitted to take his seat in 
the General Assembly, or be reported by the com- 
mittee on commissions, until the Presbytery has 


as such by the Assembly. 

2. That when it appears to the satisfaction of 
the Assembly, that any Presbytery has been form- 
ed for the purpose of unduly increasing the repre- 
sentation in the Assembly, the Assembly may di- 
vee _ Synod to re-unite those Presbyteries thus 
ormed. 


Mr. Mines objected, because he thought the 
resolutions conflicted with the existing rights of 
Presbyteries to send commissioners to the Assem- 
bly. The Assembly should not undertake to judge 
of the motives which led to the formation of Pres- 
byteries. 


Mr. Jessup. The implication was rather pre- 
mature ; it seems to look to a corrupt state of the 
Church, and therefore he could not sanction it. It 
is a Covert way of impugning the integrity of those 
Synods which still remain in the Church, as if 
they intended to cut up their Presbyteries to in- 
crease their power. It cluimed for the Assembly 
inquisitorial power to inquire into intentions, and 
judge men’s hearts whether they acted with a 
view to influence in this house. 


Mr. Torrance thought the Assembly had cer- 
tainly the right not only to review, but to control 
the proceedings of inferior judicatories. When 
new Presbyteries were reported it was certainly 
competent for the Assembly before recognition to 
ag the of their formation. 
t is at least ible that something wrong migh 
It was then moved to strike out the words “and 
recognized as such by the Assembly.” —_— 


Mr. BrecxinringE, remarked that the value of 
the resolutions depended on the words which the 
mover proposed to strike out. It was the design 
of them to make this house, instead of a committee 
of commissions, the judge as to the circumstances 
under which new Presbyteries might be formed. 
In a crisis like the present, every Synod might be 
turned into a forging shop for the erection of new 
Presbyteries, and if there was not a check inter- 
posed, one thousand members might be sent to the 
next General Assembly. ae 


Dr. McAutey. The resolutions aimed to take 


That, said a humourist, is the reason he is| @way power from Synods, and the next attempt 


would be to take it away from Presbyteries. If 


test, and thus it has been brought to pass, that| you have no more religion in the Presbyterian 
Congregationalists are to be driven out of the} Church, that 
Church. No one pretended to base this proceed- | the case is ba 
on the Bible, and no one who had any con- | pendent in their power to form 
science could favour it, [called to order.] It is law- | you had no right to put a stricture on their power, 


yy cannot trust your Synods, then 
enough, The Synods were inde- 
resbyteries, and 


- Mr. thought there was no neces- 
The testimony given 
Synods was highest kind of testimony 
whieh the case admitted. 


Mr. Brown was in favour of striking out, be- 
as 


Mr. Gourp said his Presbytery would probably 


et, RJ Crawford, IR send a commissioner to run for the office of Mode- 
rator, and he wanted ta } 
be admitted. 


know whether he would 


Dr. Perens. Being told that the value of the 
roposed to be 
tty mea- 


Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Hervey, Slagle, 
Baird, Kiddoo, Gladden, J W Johnston, 


Lowrie, } sure. Can you not rely on the Sta 


Clerks of 


A. Campbell, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Warriner, Wead, ¢ 


been duly reported by the Synod and recognized 


ee 


and renartancé before , had not-asked leave from the Congrega- order of the Presbytery. 
i God. Our cala | tional-Association to bring it'in. It is urged as an| [Here Mr. P. was interrupted-by the writer of 
nly Fat her haa. stretched | argument why'we should not now interfere with | the letter, by denying that it was by order of the | are held for the laying waste of God’s 
‘ a forth “his. | and: over ‘us, aid let us acknowleds ee kpeticer, thut we have slept over it so long; | Presbytery.} Mr. P. remarked that. it was signed | heritage. Dr. John Rice, on his return from an : 
; r “the. i } but im-disputed: cases in the civil law, no lapse of'| by the writer as stated Clerk of Presbytery, and it | extensive tour in that region, met his brethren in 
a et rod vs fi } time is permitted to be pleaded against the State, | wasa gross immorality to presume upon the autho- ee Staunton in Virginia, and warned 
: ae u atid it is preposterous to say, that-in the Church, | rity of a Presbytery or deceive the community by | the Virginia churches against the delusions, and ia | 
; F what is wrong shall not be rectified because it has | pretended authority. It was assuming a. respon- | fanaticism, and soul-destroying doings of Western i 
| ‘long been ‘permitted’ to'‘remain untouched. ‘We | sibility which no man right to assume. And | New York. 
| should make the distinction between the Church | whatever explanations the gentleman may now| But, sir, where did this fanaticism take its rise? ; 
Some years ago a man lost his life in Western 
Jomw Stated New York, and a great excitement was raised on 4 
Philadelphia, June 8, 1937 be so regarded ina court o Ice. the occasion. In 1829 I met'some ministers from a 
"a mei IE Mr. P. then read the official letter from the | that region, with their trunks filled with sermons, : i 
nn —V=T_ Board of Education to which the above was. the | denouncing masonry, and denying the obligation of : 
J : | answer, to show that it was addressed to the Pres- | the masonic oath. This alarmed my mind. The i 4 
} — Oo a SS bytery, and not to an individual, although directed | newspapers came out on the same side, and fanned ai 
4 to the Stated Clerk. It was addressed to “ Dear | the flame. Iam not a mason, nor have any of my ‘ 
4 family for two hundred years back, been masons, 
7 except some who were stone-masons, free stone ‘ 
‘| | | masons, but none of them were free masons. This lz fy 
excitement merged the character of the clergyman 
into that of the demagogue. [During these re- 
-- | | marks the speaker was incessantly interrupted by ; 
» it | Dr. Peters, and it was with great difficulty that , 
| the Moderator could keep him quiet.] 
| A gentleman from that region told me he had 
| seen young men and girls walking the streets in ; 
e F | broad day, hugging each other and shouting halle- . 
i | lujahs ! [Some confusion, and interruptions by Drs. | 
a - Peters, Beman, and others.] This, sir, is the na- ‘ 
4 tural working of the system. It is unrestrained 2 
fanaticism. It is burning up the churches and de- : 
stroying all piety, anti filling the minds of sober 4 
people with disgust, and filling the mouths of the 3 
ungodly with the words of scorn and contempt. Dr. j 
= Rice said the Churches stood like burnt, blacken- | : 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
pretty plainly hinted that the Professors at Prince- 
| 
| 
4 
4 | | 
i 
| 
| 
E 
tec 


~ 


Griswold, Porter, 
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wes on their certificate we acted: 
_ Jt was then moved: to: lay the whole subject on 
the table, bat the motion was lost, and the discus 
sion was renewed on striking out. . 


he thought the Assembly, instead of any commit- 
tee, should act in this miatter. 


‘Mr. Dicurnson believed it was an infringement 
' of thé constitutional law to subject Presbyteries to. 
this ecrutioy, and ‘he did‘ not pee .how we: could 
get along. at all, if we. did not exercise mutual 


confidence, 


The motion was then put on striking out, and 
was decided in the negative, as follows. 
Messrs. Cutler, Southwarth, Burnap, Beman, 
Lor Porter Be rre, Cone, Whittlese Ostrom, 
McAuley, Peters, N. FE’ Jobnaon, Cheever, Burnet; Sey- 
mour, Woodrdff, A. Miller, Jessup, Grant, A. White, 
Duffield, Halil, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Warriuer, 
‘Wead, Reed;* Dolbear, Dickinson, Bushnell, Philips, J. 
Crawford, Ayres, Clark, Leonard, Gould, Graves, Cle- 
land, Mines, Painter, T. Brown, E. White. Yeas 44. 


Nays.—Meéssrs. Platt, Leggett, R. J. Crawford, J. R. 
Frame, Goldemith Pots, Lenox, Murray, B. 


Blauvelit, Ogilvie, A. Alexander, W. Wilson, 


eomans, Woodhull, Jankin, Lowe, J. Wilson, Dorrance. 
Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Davie, Penny, Ham- 
ition, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, McKee- 
han, Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, 
ughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Slagte, Baird, Kiddoo, 
Giladdeu, J.-W. Johnston, Lowrie, Mitchell, Hanyah, 
Stratton, Adair, Tait, McCrackin, Cleaveland, E. Cutler, 
Van Demaun, W. Patterson, 8S. Wilson; R. Miller, Beer, 
McCombs, Torrance, Turuer, Crave, Osborn, Golladay, 
James Coe, Marquis, H. Patten, M. S. Smith, Blythe, 
Marshall, J. Coe, W. K. Stewart, E. Kingsbury, Cham- 
berlain, C. S. Todd, C. Swart, Irwin, A. Todd, Moore, J. 
Alexander, W.'H. Foote, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Anderson, 
Piumer, Dunn, Caruthers, McQueen, Potter, Pharr, 
reer, Ross, Simpson, Thorowell, J. Wither- 

“McDowell, Goulding, Mor- 


Soit, Leland, Pratt, 
spoon, Coit, Lelan Banks, J. Smy- 


n. D. Johuson, Vancourt, Brotherton, 
ie, N. Smylie.- Nays, 115. i 
_ ‘The original resolutions were then adopted. 

Mr. Ewine then introduced a motion requiring 
of the Stated and Permanent Clerks who form the 
Committee of Commissions, a declaration of their 
viewsas to their willingness, as executive officers of 
the Assembly, to carry out the decisions of the As- 
sembly. A debate arose on this motion, which 
we have determined to pass by in silence. ~ 

Mr. Ewing’s motion recurring. 

Dr. McDoweti was heard orally, and declared 
this firm conviction. that as Stated Clerk, it was his 
duty to carry out the decisions of the Assembly, 


and it was his. firm determination to act agreeably 


the question. pro 


to this conviction. oe 
"The Permanent Clerk, having obtained leave, 
made a statement in relation to this subject, and 
requested that a paper which he read at the close 
of his remarks, might-be entered upon the mi- 
nutes; leave was granted, and the paper was re- 
corded, as follows: viz. 
“The undersigned, Permanent Clerk of the 
General’ Assembly, begs leave to state to the As- 
sembly, that he-has no other reluctance to answer 
posed by the resolution offered 
this ‘morning by Mr. Ewing, than that. arising 
from -the fear of the probability, strengthened by 
‘the course of debate on this resolution, that his 
readiness to.reply.and the subject matter of his re- 
ply, in connexion with the phraseology of the reso- 
Jution, may be misunderstood and misrepresented 
where there is no opportunity for explanation. 
But in respect to the precise object of the ques- 
-tion itself, as.it specifically — to the duties of 
the Permanent and Stated Clerks, as defined in 
their appointment.as a Committee of Commissions, 


he has no hesitation in saying that he fully recog- 


nizes the authority of the General Assembly to in- 
struct its officers, and to.ascertain that they under- 
stand their duties as ministerial officers of this 


body, both in relation to the present Assembly and 


to future Assemblies, of which they continue to 
be officers, until they shall have been formally re- 


moved. 


He considers it a dangerous principle to confide 
such discretionary power to the Committee of 
Commissions in respect to the action of this or of 
Assembly, as it was argued this 
morning’ that’ this Committee Five 


ears ago, the Whdersigned first had the honour to 
in House from the Pres- 
bytery of New York, and three times recorded his 
vote-adverse to the resolutions passed by the As- 
sembly of 162, creating the then Second Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia, on the ground that the As- 
sembly had no constitutional right to form that 
Presbytery. Yet on the principle assumed this 
morning in this discussion, the undersigned, if he 
had been a member of the Committee of Commis- 


gions in the year 1833, might have excluded the 


commissioners from that Presbytery from seats in 


the General Assembly, in the exercise of the dis- 


-eretion impliedly attributed to the committee, of 


-- judging and acting in their private views of the 


ationality of the act of the Assembly, erect- 
at Presbytery. He believes, that after the 


o wit of the Assembly is expressed, the Commit- 


‘tee have no discretion in the case, and have no 
right (as for himself he has no desire) to assume 
so high a responsibility when acting as a mere 
executive officer. The constitutionality of the 


_ -basiness, which is the subject matter of commands 


. 


4 - 
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intrusted to him to be executed, is not a question 
for him, but for the Assembly to decide; and can 
be & question for him only as an individual mem- 
ber of this House when occupying a seat in it as 
a commissioner. He considers himself therefore 
simply. as an agent—a ministerial officer of the 
Assembly to record their proceedings, and to do 
h other things, (including the duty of a mem- 
ber .of the Committee of Diicakiestone,) as have 
‘beea specified in the acts of this and of preceding 
Auetablies, creating and defining the duties of his 
office. This opinion he has expressed in private 
‘to members of both parties in the house. 
He understands it therefore to be his duty as a 


; “.mémber of the Committee of Commissions, and 


‘especially in view of the rules adopted this morn- 


“ng, on the motion of Dr. Alexander, (and he will 


‘a@ct-on that understanding, unless otherwise ex- 
_ptessly directed by the Assembly,) to enrol onl 

euch commissioners to the next Assembly as shall 
come ‘from Presbyteries, now,-or at the close of 
this Assembly, recognized to be component and 
i ] parts of the Presbyterian Church; and 
that, to the Assembly so constituted, when duly 
| ized for the transaction of business, it will 
be he is duty to repcrt the names of persons claim- 
~$o.:be commissioners from Presbyteries that 
be formed during the intervening year, or 


‘fram Presbyteries, belonging to the Synods which 


have been declared by the Assembly to be out of 
the Presbyterian Church, should such persons pre- 
gent commissions to the committee. ' | 
Joun M. Kress. 


‘Me. Ewine then withdrew his motion, as the 


‘lject’of it had been fully answered. 


submitted the following re- 
it Resolved by the Goneral Assembly of the 


Church in the United States of America: 
L. 


hat the Presbyteries of Wilmington, and the 
ird Présbytery of Philadelphia, be, and they hereby 


i & ‘Phe, territory embraced in these Presbyteries is 
re-annexed to those to which it respectively appertained 
tiefore their creation. Thcir Stated Clerks are direct- 
éd to depasit all-their records, and other papers in the 
hands'of tte Stated Clerk of the Synod of Philadelphia, 
@n-o¢ befure the first day. of the sessions of that Sy- 
god; at ite Grst meeting after this Aesembly adjourns. 

~ §, Phe Candidates and Foreign Missionaries of the 
Presby tety of Wilmington are hereby attached to the 
tery of New Castle: and those of the Third 
it Ad Philadelphia to the First Presbytery of 
phia. 


Pr 
Phi | 
“4. The Ministers, Churches, and Licentiates, in the 
_ Presbyteries“hereby dissolved, are directed to apply 
without the "Presbyteries to which they most 


ay to 
naturally belong, for admission into them. And upon 
ipplieation’, being #0 made, by any duly organized, 
resbyterian Church, it shall be received ; but as great 
long continued, and incrcasing common fame charges, 
errors, and irregularities in doctrine and order on both 
these Presbyterics, it is hereby ordered, that all Pres- 


4 ness of the faith, and other matters as 


| or refuse to comply with the terms of these resolu- 
tions: according to their true intent; said Presbytery, 


| clared to be thenceforward, de facto, out-of the com- 
munion of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, and no 


‘a novel authority, and be believed a General As- 


‘member of the Synod of Philadelphia, who had on 
former: occasions taken an active part in these 


to scatter this Presbytery, and he did not suppose 


worth, And the second argument was that the 
act of the Synod dissolving this Presbytery was a 
‘thing so bad in itself, that the Committee of Synod 


byteries to'which any,of the Ministers or Licentiates 
belongi sither of thém shal apply for admis- 
, shall examine them, | the sound- 

seem good 
to the Presbyteries to which application for admission. 


“Tr éither-of the aforesaid Presbyteries, or an 


sion 


‘Church, Minister, Licentiate, or Candidate shall fail 


Church, or person as the case may be, is hereby de- 


ran integral portion 
6. These resvlutions shall be in furce from and after 
the final adjournment’ of the present sessions of this. 
’ Mr. Durrtexp said he would not trespass long 
on the attention of the house, but he had a few re- 
marks to offer, not however with any hope of 
arresting the proceedings. The resolutions claim 


sembly had never thought of exercising it before. 
The power of creating and dissolving Presbyteries | 
exclusively belongs. to Synods, and although the 
Assembly interfered in-the present cases, yet it 
was done in a constitutional. way by adjudicating 
on appeals and complaints. Without going intoa 
history of these things with which all must be ac- 
uainted, there were a few things worthy of notice. 
e was that the resolutions were introduced by a 


matters, and prejudged them. He objected there- 
fore to the source from which the’ resolutions 
came. To pass them also would establish a prece- 
dent of great- consequence in the future history of 
the Church, namely, that one Assembly might ab- 
rogate the decisions of another. If this principle 
is to be established, it may be of great importance 
tous, and we may at a future day avail ourselves 
of it. Tlie General Assembly in creating our 
Presbytery vested certain rights; on the faith of 
their pledge we have proceeded, and we defy any 
any one to find fault with us asa Presbytery. We 
think it unjust to deal with us in this manner on 
the mere strength of vague rumours. For several 
years we had trouble on the ground that we were 
formed on the elective affinity principle, and hence 
unconstitutionally formed: but this cause of diffi- 
culty has been removed by the General Assembly of 
last year, circumscribing us within geographical 
limits. There were some Presbyteries which 
were not thus bounded, and he would defy any 
one to run the boundary line of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia. Our present limits were rp on 
for the sake of peace, after consultation with the 
Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. We thought 
that the difference was thus settled, but now it is 
proposed to throw us back into our former condi- 
tion of disquietude. At present we are at peace, 
but the effect of this measure will be to throw our 
churches into confusion, and to induce many Pres- 
byterians who are sick of strife, to leave our deno- 
mination and join others. Those who love God’s 
presence and hate contention, will no doubt depart 
from the Presbyterian Church, and go where the 
Spirit of God is. ‘te 

Mr. Jessup. He was acquainted with the his- 
tory of the Third Presbytery and it was this. In 
consequence of the disturbance in Philadel] phia, the 
General Assembly of 1831 recommended the Synod 
to divide the Presbytery of Philadelphia ; the Sy- 
nod refused, and in consequence the Assembly of 
the following year organized this Presbytery, 
and the Synod nullified. In the fall of 1835 
the Synod dissolved the Presbytery, and when 
the case came before the Assembly of 1836, 
the commissioners appointed to defeud the Sy- 
nod, declined to defend its decisions and plead 
that they had been passed during a state of 
excitement; had they not pleaded guilty and 
backed out, the censure of the Assembly would 
have fallen on them. Now the resolutions propose 


that Mr. Breckinridge would have so far departed 
from all rules, as to attempt to reverse the deci- 
sions of the higher court and affirm those of the 
lower. It is proposed to excommunicate ministers 
unless they apply to Presbyteries where they will 
not be received, or from which they would be 
turned out. This is to trample on all right and 
constitution. It may be said we have created it 
and we can destroy ; but you did not create the 
Presbytery of Wilmington, that was formed by the 
Synod, and the other you formed in the regular 
course of judicial proceeding. It was not a right 
which the Assembly claimed absolutely, but they 
had a right to do it, when the Synod refused it, 
and the state of the Church required it. 


Mr. Brecxinripce. Mr. Jessup has affirmed 
that the committee appointed by the Synod of 
Philadelphia to defend its proceedings, had con- 
sidered those proceedings as indefensible, and had 
not therefore opened their mouth. In this state- 
ment. there must be some great mistake, and he 
had the evidence of it in a paper which had just 
been handed to him by one of that committee. 
[Mr. Jessup reaffirmed that Mr. Winchester had 
declined the defence, and Mr. McKinney had not 
opened his mouth.] [Mr. Breckinridge then read 
the note in his hand, in which Mr. McKinney, who 
happened to be present, declared that Mr. Win- 
chester had defended the Synod on all points but 
one, and that he had defended it in whole.] Mr. 
Breckinridge resumed. If these brethren had not 
defended the Synod, it would have been a taint on 
their character, but they tell you that they did. 
Mr. Duffield tells you it would be a strange pre- 
cedent for the Assembly thus to interfere with a 
Presbytery, and yet Mr. Jessup says it would be a 
mere reversal of what the Assembly had already 
done. Their arguments are contrary to each other. 
The Jatter gentleman speaks of this as.an act of ex- 
communication, but it is no such thing; the mem- 
bers of the Presbytery are directed to apply for ad- 
mission into other Presbyteries, and as it would-be 

ross affectation to pretend that Mr. Duffield and 

r. Barnes had not each written a book full of 
errors, the Presbyteries are directed to examine 
them before they receive them. ‘The Third Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia was dissolved for gross con- 
tempt of Synod in refusing to that body their re- 
cords; they put in a plea, but the Synod ruled 
their plea to be no plea, and still they refused, and 
it was regarded asa gross contumely thus to refuse 
their records in a case of trial then pending. 
Every fair minded man would justify the Synod in 
what they did under such circumstances. The 
Presbytery of Wilmington was dissolved for a 
similar reason; not because they were elective 
affinity, but because they were contumacious. 
The Assembly in its prerogative restored them 
both ; and now what is the state of things? Here 
is a Presbytery with a crooked boundary which is 
not only undefinable, but which does not inclose 
its members; a Presbytery which has never 
ceased to trouble the Church from its origin, and 
to afford a hiding place for which, two several 
Synods have been erected. If it had been dissol- 
ved by the Assembly of 1835, two years of conten- 
tion might have been prevented. [At this point a 
request was made that Mr. Winchester might be 
heard. . He stated that to appointment 
he had defended the Synod except on one point, to 
wit, that in dissolving the Presbytery they had 
made no provision for the reception of its members 
into other Presbyteries. He had spoken before the | 
Assembly for one hour and a half, and then upon 
consultation with Mr. McKinney, having seen that 
the majority were determined to carry their mea- 
sures, they mutually agreed that it would be use- 
ess to spend more time. Mr. McKinney confirmed 
this statement. Mr Duffield then asked Mr. Win- 
chester whether he had not agreed to the division 
of the Synod of Philadelphia according to a par- 
ticular line which he had proposed? Mr. Win- 
chester replied that he had expressed his wiling- 
ness to have the Synod-divided, but had objected to 
the line proposed. Mr. Jessup then asked him if 
he had not approved of the minute finally adopted 
about the Presbytery! he said he had not.] 


Mr. Breckinridge resumed. The first argument 
used against the adoption of the resolutions was 
that they were introduced by him (Mr. B.) and that 
he had always desired.the dissolution of this Pres- 
bytery. He would let this pass for what it was 


[bly had no power in this: matter, but has*it reall 


quence of a 


Presbytery formed was an entirely different 


did not dare to defend it, and yet they tell you that 
they did defend it fully, It was said the Assem- 


ries, a strictly elective And: 
why should there bea doubt about the propriety of 
its immediate dissolution?- He knew the kind of 
argument which had been employed to deter the 
Assembly from acting; the measure was said to be 
very unpopular; it was said to have been con- 
cocted in a caucus, and set speeches had been ad- 
dressed to the galleries, and~public feeling had 
been appealed to, but this had no weight with him 
when ‘called to perform an obvious duty. ‘The 
troubles of our Church originated with Mr. Barnes, 
who had propagated errors subversive of our 
standards, and. had introduced them extensively 
into our Sabbath schools and Bible classes; and 


y 
no power to undo, what it has done in the face of 
the constitution ?.. But: it is.pleaded that the As- 
sembly of 1831 formed this Presbytery in conse- 
complaint and- petition regularly 
wht before them; this however is not the fact, 


one from the one petitioned for, so that the Assem- 
bly had ..assumed independent ground in forming 
it, and therefore it came into existence unconstitu- 
tionally, There was. also-a common fame against 
this Presbytery which demanded interference. — 

Mr. Lowrie, was unable with his present im- 

ressions to sanction the measure before the house. 

‘he resolutions alleged an “increasing common 
fame” against these Presbyteries, but he had not 
heard of any disorders existing among them since 
the Jast General Assembly. Whatever may be 
the evils, there is a constitutional mode of redress ; 
the procedure was too summary-and involved the 
trial of ministerial character. At this period he 
was indisposed to make Mr. Barnes and Mr. Duf- 
field’s books a ground of action, and on this plea 
to make the whole weight of the General Assem- 
bly bear against them. He was opposed to the re- 
solutions entirely, but if they were to. be adopted 
he would move that they:be amended by striking 
out the clause commencing “ but a great, long con- 
tinued and increasing common fame.” | 

Mr. Gitsert gave a brief history of the Presby- 
tery of Wilmington, of which he was a member, 
showing that it had been regularly constituted by 
the Synod of Philadelphia, and that it had well 
defined geographical limite. 

‘Dr. Cuyter was in favour Mr. Lowrie’s 
amendments, and was not prepared to vote for the 
resolutions as they stood. Something he thought 
should be done to destroy the elective affinity cha- 
racter of the 3d Presbytery, and with a view to 
settle the best course to be pursued, he moved 
that the whole subject be committed to a special 
committee. 

Dr. Peters was glad to witness such symptoms 
of relenting in those who had hitherto marched up 
to their points in such solid column ; it would have 
been well if they had been shown some days ago. 
The objections of Mr. Lowrie, were equally for- 
cible when applied to the case of the Synod of 
Western Reserve. In what an extraordinary posi- 
tion has this Assembly placed itself before the Ame- 
rican public! You have first determined to cite, 
then appointed a committee to detect irregularities 
in inferiour judicatories, and then proeeeded to cut 
off. He was astonished that the Assembly would 
Jisten to such arguments as had been employed in 
favour of cutting off, but he ought not to be sur- 
prised, for the same thing had been done by them 
befure. He was in the same situation with a gen- 
tleman who in observing these proceedings, had 
remarked “ that all hisastonishment had been used 
up;” and now he would not be astonished if his 
Presbytery and that of Newark should be destined 
to a similar fate. He did not believe that any body 
would regard such votes, and he was sorry to say 
that all his respect for Presbyterian proceedings 
was gone. The Assembly should retrace their 
steps, they should rescind their acts, instead of 
going on to add injury to injury. Such was his 
conviction, and he could not leave this place with- 
out warning brethren of the evils which they were 
bringing on this beautiful Church. : 


Dr. Green. Rose merely to say that he was not 
opposed to the motion to commit; but that some- 
thing should be done in this matter he had no 
doubt, if the Assembly. wished to complete their 
work of reform. | | 

Mr. Dickinson. Was opposed to commitment, 
because he thought the case a plain one. Of the 
regularity of one of these Presbyteries we had sa- 
tisfactory evidence, why then hand it over to a 
committee , you might as well commit the case of 
any other Presbytery as that of Wilmington; and 
he believed the case of the Third Presbytery 
equally plain. The last Assembly had placed it in 
a very unobjectionable attitude, and he had heard 
of no irregularity in it since. The resolutions if 
adopted would open a door for fearful agitations, 
and therefore he would move that the whole sub- 
ject be laid on the table. [This motion was put 
and lost. ] 


Mr. Murray. Hehad united with his brethren 
in their action relative to the Synods, on the ground 
that there were great errors and disorders in those 
Synods, which could not be reached by any other 
method. In relation however to the Presbyteries 
contemplated in these resolutions, he was utterly 
opposed to any course which would affect the stand- 
ing of the Presbytery of Wilmington, as it was 
clear it had been constitutionally formed. The 
Third Presbytery of Philadelphia was no doubt il- 
legally formed, and there was strong reason to be- 
lieve that the object of its erection was the protec- 
tion of error, and yet he thought there was no ne- 
cessity that the Assembly should at this time pro- 
ceed against it. ‘That Presbytery was connected 
with an orthodox Synod, and that Synod could 
adopt such measures in relation to it, as would 
cure the evil. If after their action, an appeal 
should be carried up to the next Assembly, he had 
no doubt there would be power enough there of 
the right kind to settle the matter satisfactorily. 


Dr. Beman. Could see a flinching in the ortho- 
dox ranks and a fear to march right up to this ques- 
tion, but he had no doubt, that if the subject should 
be laid before that modern vatican, the Convention, 
to night, it would be brought up to-morrow in such 
a palatable form, that they could all swallow it. 


Dr. Junxin. Deprecated the idea of sending 
this matter to the Synod, as that body would dis- 
solve the Presbytery and thus open the way for an 
appeal and another year of strife. The Third Pres- 
bytery never had a lawful existence, and its design 
from the first was to protect error. He spoke of 
his own knowledge when he said that it had been 
erected as a cover for the very men that had caused 
a schism in the Church. It was too in fact without 
geographical limits to this day; it had a certain 
boundary embracing the most growing and flourish- 
parts of the city, but these limits did not embrace 
the churches already formed, [about two thirds of 
their churches in‘ the city are not embraced in this 
district.] That the Presbytery was errected to 
assist the propagation of error, was avowed at the 
time, for one of the arguments employed by Mr. 
Patterson before the Assembly which formed it was, 
that they wished to license young men, who could 
not obtain licensure from the old Presbytery. 

{After Dr. Junkin’s remarks the Assembly ad- 
journed and the debate on this subject was not re- 
sumed until Wednesday afternoon. ] 


Wednesday Afternoon, June 7. 
Mr. BReEcKINRIDGE, introduced his resolutions 
with considerable amendments as follows, viz. 
Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Chureh in the United States of Ame- 


rica, 

1. That the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
be, and it hereby is, dissolved. 

2. The territory embraced in this Presbytery is 
re-annexed to those to which it respectively apper- 
tained before its creation. Its stated clerk is di- 
rected to deposit all their records, and other papers 
in the hands of the Stated Clerk of the Synod of 
Philadelphia, on or before the first day of the ses- 
sions of that Synod, at its first meeting after this 
Assembly adjourns. 

3. The candidates and Foreign Missionaries of 
the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia are hereby 
attached to the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

4. The ministers, churches, and licentiates in 
the Presbytery hereby dissolved are directed to 
apply without vice to the Presbyteries to which 

y 


they most naturally belong, for admission into . , 
my Presbyterian church, it shall| the Board of Missions, and declared, “If the 
act of the General Assembl agains ieti 
5. These resolutions shall be in force from and shail | be guilty ast 
after the final adjournment of the present sessions | ministers and churches which are looking to us for 
of this General Assembly. — ae : aid.” I understood him as saying that none converted 
Jupce Porrrer. The question before the house | $9 ™@ny souls as the missionaries of the American 
is this, shall the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia | Home. Ina long appeal to the ladies, he paid them a 
be dissolved or not? The Constitution prescribes compliment which I should be sorry to misrepresent. 
that a Presbytery shall be constituted by a Synod, nee I understood and noted, he said,“ Give me the 
and that it shall occupy a particular and well de. | 2&2" ‘he prayers, and the aid of the Christian sister- 
wen hood, and I care not what their fathers, brothers, or 
fined district.. In neither of these respects is this| husbands may think.” In such @ sentence some ae 
Presbytery legally formed; it was erected by the fying word or phrase may easily escapé a pinerien, : 
Itness (Mr.| saying that Mr. i 
Patterson,) it is at this present time, notwithstand- 


: ; 1 things considered, the best part of the exhibition, h 
ing the last Assembly gave it some kind of bounda- ° confessed the guilt of our comin, in ei a the 


les, we have been prevented from bringing him 
to a fair trial. [Here Judge Potter was called to 
order, by various members of the opposition, on the 
ground, that neither Mr. Barnes nor his books were 
before the house.] Judge Potter resumed. He 
knew that in alluding to the errors of Mr. Barnes 
he was not strictly in order, but the speakers on 
the other side had taken such a discarsive range 
in their debates, that he thought he might be in- 
dulged in following their example; but if it was 
the opinion of the Assembly that he must not 
touch on these matters, he would submit and re- 
vert tothe question. This he would say, however, 
that as the errors which troubled the Church had 
originated with this Presbytery, and were propa- 
ted by it, it formed a strong argument why the 
resbytery should cease to exist. He had long 
been of opinion that it would be better to have a 
sinall Church sound in the faith, than a large one 
filled with corruption. ‘The Greeks had a maxim, 
that one half was often more than the whole, and 
Sheridan well illustrated it, when he said that it 
was a great addition toa long-tailed coat to cut it 
off. This was the maxim which ought to be applied 
in the present case; it would be an addition to the 
Church if it were cut off. 


Dr. Buyrue. Was favourable to the dissolution 
of the Presbytery, but he had a great difficulty in 
his way. He knew the Assembly had no power to | 
put the members of this Presbytery into other 
Presbyteries without their consent, and yct he 
could not consent to dissolve the Presbytery, if its 
members had to apply and be examined before they 
could be admitted. 

Dr. Beman. Spoke at the suggestion and for 
the sake of others. [He here gave a brief view of 
the history of the Presbytery, which had been 
given before.] Now it is alleged that the bound- 
aries of it do not close in, but that one corner is 
left open; well even admitting it, he did not think 
there was much danger of heresy escaping by that 
opening, and if brethren felt any apprehension on 
this ground, all they had to do, was to place some 
valiant man, as for instance Dr. Junkin, to guard 
the gap. It was objected too, that the geographi- 
cal limits did not embrace all the churches of the 
Presbytery, but this was not a singular instance, 
for he could point out other Presbyteries in the 
same predicament. 

It was said that the Presbytery was to be des- 
troyed, because Mr. Barnes had written a bad book, 
and thus because he could not be reached directly, 
he was to be reached inferentially ; his Presbytery 
was to be dissolved, he was to apply for admission 
into another, and on the Presbyterian fence a Con- 
gregational rail (right of examination) had been 
placed.to keep him out. He went for principle ; 
co-ordinate judicatories should respect each other’s 
acts and decisions, and this examination was not 
Presbyterian. He believed the whole measure was 
a scheme, to get at individuals and cut them off, to 
dissolve pastoral relations and depose ministers. 


nay, he supposed that his speaking against it, would 
make votes in its favour. 


Mr. Yeomans was opposed to the resolutions, 
and he therefore proposed to try the sense of the 
house by moving to lay them on the table. This 
motion was negatived. 

The vote was taken on the resolutions, and they 
were adopted by yeas and nays as follows, viz: 


Yeas,— Mesers. Platt, Legget, R. J. Crawford, J. R. Johnston, 
Frame, Lenox, B. McDowell, W. Wilson, Junkin, Lowe, J. 
Wilson, Green, Latta, Symington, Darrach, Penny, Breckin- 
ridge, Hickson, Mr. 3. Pa terson, McKechan, Creigh, William- 
son, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Cook, Annan, Ewing, Slagie, 
Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Mitchell, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, 
Tait, McCrackin, W. Patterson, S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, 
McCombs, ‘Torrance, Turner, Crane, Osborne, J. Coe, Marquis, 
H. Patton, M.S. Smith, Marshall, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, 
Moore, Hart, Plumer, McQueen, Potter, Galbraith, Leatch, 
Hodge, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. 
McDowell, T. S. Witherspoon, Morgun, D. Johnson, Banks, J. 
Smylie, N. Smylie.—Yeas, 75. 

ays,—Messrs, Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Porter, Sayre, 
Cone, Ostrom, Goldsmith, Potts, McAuley, Peters, N. E. John- 
son, Schenck, Cheever, Burnet, Leyman, Woudruff, Blauvelt, 
Yeomans, Woodhull, Dorrance. A. Miller, Jessup, Cuyler, 
Grant, Duffield. Hall, Davie, Gilbert, Faris, A. Campbell, Low- 
rie, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, E. Cutler, Dickinson, Golla- 
day, Bradley, Blythe, Stafford, Clark, Leonard, Kingsbury, 
Gould, Graves, Chamberlain, Hendren, J. Alexander, Mines, 
Pharr, Andrews, Watts, Painter, ‘I’. Brown, D. Brown, Sloss, 
E. White, Vancourt, Brotherton.—Nays, 60. 


For the Presbyterian. 
THE NEW SCHOOL CONVENTION. 


Mr. Editor—You may recollect that at the close of 
the Sessions of the General Assembly, Dr. Beman gave 
notice that a public meeting would be held in the Rev. 
Mr. Barnes’ Church on the 9th inst. the design of 
which evidently was to awaken the public mind against 
the reforming course of the late Assembly. The writer 
of the following was present on that occasion. Much 
passed at the mecting which he did not note, and 
much is noted which is too uninteresting to detail. A 
small contribution of select itcins is lett to your dis- 
cretion. 

Dr. Beman, the first speaker, soom pronounced a 
condemnation of the Orthodox Convention, as un- 
known to the constitution, alihough he admitted that 
it was formed by delegates trom fifty-five Presbyteries 
and minorities of Presbytcries. Tle did not tell us 
whether this remark would apply to the Heterodox 
Convention which was then sitting. He said that they 
were not in favour of any division of the Church, and 
felt bound to oppose it. Compare this with the speech 
of Dr. Peters in the Assembly, where he offered an 
amicable division. Was this only to gaintime? Dr. 
Beman spoke of the cunstitution as an instrument by 
which he and his brethren had sworn before high 
Heaven that they would be governed. I shuddered to 
hear this acknowledgment trom such a quarter, and 
in such circumstances. 

The same regard to the Confession was acknow- 
ledged in the close of the resolutions read by Mr. Chee- 
ver, the next gentleman on the floor. Yet those reso- 
lutions declared the acts of the late Assembly unjust 
and oppressive, and therefore null and void. ‘Lhey de- 
clared that a division of the Church was now probable, 
and appurently unavoidable. ‘hey recommendcd the 
maintenance of the present organization of the Synods 
which the Assembly had disowned, and of the Presby- 
tery which the Assembly had dissolved, and advised 
that they send representatives to the next Assembly, 
which representatives, if unsuccessful in obtaining ad- 
mission, should aid in forining another body, claiming 
to be the true General Assembly. 

_ Rigid and never ceasing adherence to the constitu- 
tion closed the next specch also, which was by Col. 
Jessup, on the constitutional question. He declared 
that the Assembly had dismembered the Church, and 
that their acts were invalid. 3 

The causes of the present troubles were enumerated 
by another professed friend of the constitution, Dr. Pe- 
ters. He however hinted at the necessity and obliga- 
tion of a suitable “ LaTiTUDE OF INTERPRETATION.”? He 


Union ; their enlargement of the Board of Missions; 
their Foreign Missionary branch; the prosecution of 
Barnes and Beecher; the late Convention; and last 
not least, the condemnation of the American Educa- 
tion Socicty, and the American Home Missionary So- 
ciely. 

Mr. Elipha White, the next speaker by appoint- 
ment, being absent, Mr. Cleaveland, of Detroit, offered 
a resolution in favour of the American Home Missiona- 
ry Society, and the American Education Society, which 
he roundly declared were “unimpeached and unim- 
peachable.” He intimated that the attacks made upon 
them would necessarily have some temporary bad effect, 


‘i by the suppression of records and various quib- | 


He had no expectation of arresting the measure, | 


dwelt upon the Assembly’s violation of the Plan of | 


lands of the Indians, “and paying them chiefly in 
guns and whiskey.” 

In the affairs of the meeting whether specified above 
or not, the following were among the particulars which 
chiefly attracted my attention. 

1. ‘They were lavishing their reproaches upon 
Orthodox Convention of 1835, and still more so upon 
that of 1837 ; both of which were delegated budies, and 
buth of which bore a respectful testimony to the true 
doctrine and order of the Church; while the censors 
theinselves formed u self constituted convention, testi- 
fying against the doctrine and order of the Church, 
and pronouncing the Constitutional acts of the Gene- 
ral Asseinbly “ null and void.” 

2. Although ours is evidently a Calvinistic, Presby- 
terian Constitution, they boldly insist that Calvinistic 
Presbytcrians are its worst enemies, and Pelagian 
Congregativnalists its best friends. This, as Dr. Be- 
man intimates, they have “ sworn before high heaven.” 
Let the sons of Loyola beat that, if they can. Will not 
that heaven to whom this daring appeal is made con- 
sider the case? And may not Christ’s praying suf. 
ferers hope for deliverance ? : 

3. Although they, as Pelagian Congregationalists, 
were guilty of lawlessly invading the inheritance of 
Calvinistic Presbyterians; although they were guilty 
of treacherously usurping authority in their judica- 
tories; guilty, when a majority, of trampling upon 
their Constitution and rights without restraint; and 
guilty of threatening a withdrawal of even a toleration 
in their own Church; yet now when the Orthedox 
have been goaded to resistance, and the arm of heaven 
is extended for their rescue, Dr. Peters and his Con- 
vention dwell upon the justice and good faith of the 
New-school, and the rare innocence of their character 
and conduct; and represent them as meek victiins to 
Orthodox tyranny and injustice. 

4, ‘here was a something in the aspect of the meet- 
ing, and in the countenance, manner, and language of 
the speakerg, which looked as if God’s time had come 
to pity Zion, and rescue his people from their inva, 
ders and oppressors. The meeting was more tardy 

and thin than was expected. ‘The speakers were nen 
of unquestioned talents; yet, on this occasion, they 
presented a sad contrast to such members of the or- 
thodox Convention, as Drs. Baxter, Junkin, and Wil- 
son; Messrs. Plumer, Ewing, Musgrave, and Breck- 
inridge, with others of a kindred spirit. The men of 
might appeared to have lost their arms. Dr. Beman’s 
energy and wit were quite gone. After hearing the 
lucid, conclusive, and unanswerable argument of the 
ever to be remembered Anderson of Virginia, in the 
Assembly, the argument of Col. Jessup in this €on- 
vention appeared conspicuously pointless, fecble, and 
contused. For so celebrated a general as Dr. Peters, 
his exordium was unhappy. Was it not calculated to 
fill the minds of their adherents with the gloomy ap- 
prehensions which appeared to possess the leaders ? 
“ Strange, singular, and unexpected condition! Four 

weeks ago, how little was it looked for!” ‘This served 
asa text for Mr. Cleaveland’s turgid verbosity. He 
readily chimed in with brother Peters; and began by 

telling them how he sympathized with his first sen- 
tence. “The history of the last three or four weeks 
is like a dream. It is painful to cast our eye over the 
broken fragments of the wreck that has been made. 
Oh! for a lodge in some vast wilderness—some bound- 
less contiguity of shade! such a sublime retirement 
as I hope soon to sce in my own Michigan. When 
we are gone, try to gather the brothers and sisters, 
and give them some courage and strength for the con- 
flicts with which the year has opened.” ‘This solemn 
dirge over an acknowledged “ wreck,” was hardly as 
well calculated to inspire courage, as the “ guns and 
whiskey” with which Mr. Patterson closed this re- 
markable Convention: a Convention which patheti- 
cally called upon the public t» mourn with them over 
their disappointed cfforts to obtain possession of the 
funds and institutions of Calvinistic Presbyterians, to 
which they had no more right than the Jesuits or the 
Turks. Mover arION. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Recent arrivals at New York bring London papers to 
the 17th and Lirerpoul to the 18th of May. The accounts 
they give of the business and monetary affairs of Great 
Britain are of the gloomiest description. We have co- 
pied such items of intelligence as apzear to be of inte- 
rest for our readers. 

The Bauk of England had given assistance to one or 
more American houses—the East ladia firms in London 
are as seriously embarrassed as the American—the ap- 
pearance of the money markets and trade is growing 
more and more gloomy—and the whole commercial in 
terest is in a state of doubt aad anxiety. Even the ordi- 
nary operations of trade are paralysed, aud enterprise 
and speculation are altogether out of the question. No 
one professes to conjecture within what time any change 
for the better may be expected. The ouly favourable 
circumstance is, that the value of gold is less on the con- 
tinent than in England. ‘The bank, therefore, need not 
stop its issue through fear of a demand upon it for specie. 
If the American houses already relieved, however, do 
not receive their remittances from this country, and there 
is Small probgéeffity that they will, or if the British go- 
vernmeut does not come forward and assume the risk, 
there will be no further assistance affurded by the bank. 

A Liverpool letter of the 15th of reg speaks “ of ano- 
ther very heavy failure at Glasgow, for about 400,000 
pounds sterling, which has thrown a greater gloom upon 
us here.” 

Murray’s Royal Asylum for Lunatics, at Perth, was 
destroyed by fire. ‘The inmates were protected from 
— by the exertions of the people. Damage 15,000 

ounds, 

. The ship North America, from New York, arrived at 
Liverpool on the evening of the 17th of May, in the re- 
markably short passage of sixteen days. 

The trial of Meunier has resulted in a capital convic- 
tion. Louis Philippe bas, however, commuted the sen- 
tence of death, for one of perpetual banishment. 

In order to encourage the growing trade with America, 
the Greek government have put American vessels on a 
footing with their own. There had been serious riots at 
Patras, to quell which severe measures had been re- 
sorted to. ) 

The Euglish papers speak in a very encouraging man- 
ner as to the prospect of a te crop the ensuing harvest. 

Operations were resumed by the Christinos in Spain, 
on the 3d of May. leg advanced from St. Sebastian, 
aud took possession of Loyola, aud the heights and 
positions around it, wiih but little opposition from the 
Carlists. 

The Duchess dowager of Saxe Meiningen, mother of 
the English queen, is dead. 

Late advices trom Algiers had beenreceived. Abdel 
Kader was endeavouring to get up a new revolt against 
the French, among the Arabs and Moors, in the remoter 
paris of the Regenco. Geueral Damremonut left Algiers 
on the 27:h of April, to place himself at the bead of the 
troops. Abdel Kader was supposed to be acting in con- 
cert with the Bey of Constantine. 7 

Dr. Buckland, the Geologist has calculated that the 
beds of coal in South Wales alone, are enough to supply 
the whole of England for 2000 years. 

The report of a general amnesty in France, for political 
offences, is confirmed. Boireau and Meunier, the last 
two assassins, are banished for ten years. 

Letters from Rome mention that that city has, during 
the last winter, heen twice covered with snow, a circum- 
stance which has not occurred within the memory of the 
oldest inhabitaut. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Westminster election, rendered necessary by the 
resignation of Sir Francis Burdett, (in order to test the 
feelings of his constituents touching his recent abandon- 
ment of whig-radical principles), has terminated in his 
favour. The numbers were, for Sir Francis 3567—for 
Mr. Leader, his opponent, 3052. ‘The result is of course 
much rejoiced at by the conservatives. 

Lord John Russell took occasion to explain the course 
intended to be pursued “ government, on the night of 
the 8th of May. He declared distincily, that so long as 
ministers were sustained by the House of Commons, they 
would not yield office, whatever might be the fate of their 
measures in the House of Lords. That same evening the 
important bill for seitling the Irish tithe question was 
brought in, read a first time, and ordered to its second 
reading on the 9th of June. It appears to be the deter- 
mination of ministers to throw upon the Lords the respon- 


the 


remark, that ‘no man is safe baving bis name on either 
side of paper,’ will soon be verified in this country. ~— 
The American planters must vide- more provisions 
and plant less cotton. They will ere ‘oag discover that 
short crops will be equally profitable te large ones. 
The American securities (Bank stock excepted) are 


daily improving in demand and value, as commer- 
cia! Lasgoad falls in credit; sad lively-a are 
now felt lest the quantity should be ified so as again 
to endanger a draft for specie. ; 
GERMANY. 
The death of M. Ancillou, Foreign Secretary of the 
King of Prussia, is announced. He has held that office 


for twenty years, and the policy of the country will pro- 
bably undergo a change ip consequence of his demise, 
The reigning King is almost superacauated, and the 
Prince who will succeed to the throne is not inclined, it is 
believed, either to a cause so liberal or pacific as that 
pursued by his father. : a 


Dreadful Earthquak h say that a 
rea rt Bon rene | 
letter 18th inst, Trieste, that a vessel 


which had caused frightful devastation in that country. 
Forty houses had been thrown dowa at Hydar. The 
little island of Poros was half opcaed, and half the island 
of Santorine, said to owe its existence to a volcanic 
eruption, had completely disappeared, by which from 
four to five thousand lives are lost. The continent is not 
much injured. : 

The Milan Gazette, of the 22d April, states that pri- 
vate letters from Greece mention an insurrection of the 
people of Patras against the Bavarian garrison of that 
town. The latter had retired into the citadel, but the 
next day the want of provisions obliged them to make a 
sortie, which was attended by considerable loss of lives 
on both sides. The siege continued when the vessel that 
brought those letters sailed. The rising appears to have 
been only partial, and exclusively confined to the city of 
Patras. Those letters confirm the account of the drea 
ful earthquake, by which the islands of Hydra, 8 
Porus and Santorm, were visited en the Ist ult. Shocks 
were felt during eight successive days; four thousand 
persons were said to have perished by that terrible catas- 


trophe, 
TURKEY. | 

On the 8th of April the Port gave a firman to allow the 
American frigate United States, Commodore Elliott, to 
come up from the Dardanelles, She brings Commodore 
Porter, the Charge d'affaires, whu has been absent for 
the last twelve months, to recruit bis health, and also 
Governor Cass, the American Minister at Paris, who will 
first pay a diplomatic visit to Athens, 
The Turkish forces had been defeated near Tripoli, 
and their commander, Tahir Pasha, had fallen in the ac- 
tion. 


DOMESTIC IN‘TELLIGENCE, 


State Transfer Drufts—We understand that in issuin 
the order for transfer for the instalment to be denane’ 
with the States ou the first of July, the Secretary of the 
Treasury has distinctly informed the State authorities 
who are empowered to receive and receipt for the amount 
deposited, that no State is desired to accept from any de- 
posite bank any currency which is not available, and at 
par, and which the State will not hold itself in readiness 
to account for in the same manner, when ired under 
the provision of the law. Should any of the banks fail to 
deposite such currency, he requests that the orders of 
transfer may be returned, in order that the subject may 
be sub.uitted to Congress.— Globe, 

Miraculous Escape—The dwelling house of Mr, Abra- 
ham Nicholls, Atlantic County, N. J. was struck with 
lightning the 22d ult. aud completely shivered to pieces, 


several persons in the house, though all were injured, no 
ouc was killed. 


Caution—Mutilated bills of the Delaware and Hudson 
Canal Bank arein circulation. It is said that some one 
is engaged in mutilating the bills, and then connecting 
them together again, so as to make probably seven bilts 
out of six, and so arranged as to deceive the unsus- 
pecting. 

Counterfeit—The Masillon Gazette says—One dollar 
bills on the Bank of Cleveland altered to TWENTY, are 
now in circulation, One was shown us on Thursday. It 
has the figures 20 in a large die, impressed in seven 
places, and is very clumsily done, Itis payable to Lew. 
Cass. Signed N. C. Baldwin, Prest. and A. Seymour, 
Cashier. The Cleveland Bank bas never issued apy 
twenty dollar bills. 

The Crops in Eust Mississippi—The Eastern Clarion, 
published in Paulding, under date of May 13th, says that 


Jasper county, and as far as their knowledge extends, in 
any of the Eastern counties; corn, potatoes, peas, and 
other necessaries of life being chiefly cuhivaiod: 


Border Troubles—The Bangor Whig of Monday states 
that the agent employed by the county commissioners 
to take the census of Madawaska, under instructions from 
the Maine Legislature, was arrested by an officer of the 
British Government, and carried to Wosddaili, within 
the British provinces, to be there imprisoned. e au- 
pee however, refused to commit him, and he was re- 
eased, 


Fire at Stanhope, N. J.—The large valuable flour mit} 
of Mr. Robert P. Bell of Stanhope, was entirely con- 
sumed by fire on Saturday night 3d inst., together with 
all its contents, consisting of 700 bushels of grain, and a 
considerable quantity of flour and horse feed. 
from $13,000 to $15,000; $4000 of which was covered 
by insurance. 


An Arrest—The Supercargo of the British ship Lock- 
woods, from which some emigrant passengers were 
landed recently, at Amboy, in violation of our quarantine 
laws, was arrested on Saturday, at the suit of the curpo- 


are laid at $30,000.—N. Y. Com. Adv. 


The Crops—The Cincinnati Gazetiee of the 6th inst. 
says—*‘ For a few weeke past the weather in this vicinit 
has been very favourable for the crops of all descriptions. 
The prospect not only here, but from all points ts, that 
an average amount may be justly looked for.” 

The Harrisburg Reporter of Friday says:—“ Every 
thing now wears a most delightful growing appearance. 
The grain fields, which a short time ago, looked like a 
barren waste, now promise an abundant harvest, and 
which will, mest unquestionably, in all this section of the 
country, at least, turn out the usual yield, 

The Lancaster Journal of Friday says—‘‘ That the 
late rains have greatly improved the crops, and, on the. 
whole, vegetation of every kind well.” 

We are rejoiced to learn, says the Norfolk Herald, 
from various parts of the country, that the prospects of 
the small grain crops are decidedly favourable; the 
young corn, \vo, was never more promising, 

From Florida—The St. Angustine Herald of May 25, 
says: Au express arrived last night from Tampa with 
despatches to Gen, Armistead, who is charged with the 
defence of the country east and svuth of the St. Johns 
river. ‘Their contents so far as we can ascertain, are not 
of a very favourable character, though but little is mene 
tioned of the state of affairs in that quarter. No mention 
is made of any shipment of emigrants. Gen, Jesup 


doubts the faith on the Incians and intends continuing the 
posts now established. If the posts are broken up the 
Indians will not emigrate. The post at New Smyrna is 
ordered to be established, and in compliance with this 
order, Capt. Webster’s company of artillery will be con- 
veyed by the steamboat to take position there. Informa- 
tivn had been communicated to Gen. Jesup by Gov. Call 
that fifteen men, women, and children had been murder- 
ed on the Apalachicola river, supposed to be by the 
Creeks. Major Nelson’s battallion has been ordered to 
report to Gov. Call. A letter from Fort Dade, received in 
this city last evening says, that it was reported there that 
all the Indians at Tampa had absconded except about 
120 or 130 men, women, and children, who were enrolled 
for emigration. 


Foreign Emigrants—From the 6th to the 11th of June, 
6149 passengers from foreign ports arrived at the quarane 
tine ground, New York; and, during the same time, 
several hundred were landed at Amboy, New Jersey. 


Connecticut Legislature—This body adjourned on 
Saturday. Among the bills passed at the past session 
were the following:—A law legalizing the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks until the Ist July 1838, 
Suspending for the same time. the law rohibiting the 
issue and circulation of bills under 3 dollars, providi 
the banks shall! at all times redeem their small bills wi 
specie, under the penalty of forfeiting their charter. A 
general incorporation law authorising three or more per- 
sons, with a capital of $4000 or more, to take the form 
and enjoy the privileges of a corporation. To abolish im- 
prisonment for debt, excepting in certain cases, 


PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


sibility of keeping the various Irish questions unsettied. 

The Canada resolutions, having gone through the 
House of Commons, were to be taken up in the House 
of Lords on the 9th. ; 

The Irish Poor Law is advancing steadily through the 
House of Commons, not however without opposition. 
O’Connell is fearful it will not give the desired relief, but 
all parties seem disposed to try the experiment. A gene- 
ral plan fur emigration of the surplus poor of Ireland to 
Canada, has begun to be agitated. : 

Mr. Majoribanks, one of the partners in the East India 
house which lately failed, has resigned his seat in Parlia- 
ment. 


ing company’s bonds has been made in London and 
Liverpool. ‘I'he former not bearing interest, but the lat- 
ter pee 6 per cent. for money. Much spare capital 
will be laid out in these bonds, as they are a safe security 
repayable at differeut periods. 
here was much distress in the manufacturing districts 

of England, on account of the want of employment and 
the low prices of labour. 
There had been great suffering among the operatives at 
Nottingham. Stocking and lace framers are out of work, 
aud in consequence thousands of houest and industrious 
artizans deprived of work.- They had assembled and de- 
manded bread. The great manufacturing house of Bar- 
ker & Co. had stopped payment. There was also a heavy 
failure in Liverpool, and two extensive ones in Glasgow. 

There were twenty-eight Colliers, consisting of men 
and boys, drowned by the rush of the waters at Argoed 
Colliery, May 10. | 


Extract of a Letter dated Manchester, May 16.—A 
heavy gloom, it is said, hangs over Liverpool, and by 
the next packet you will have sad news from that place. 

A house of great importance in the American trade 
will stop this week, from which may spread like an epi- 
demic this real calamity. The payments by the India 


Many sales of the United States bank and Morris bank- | 


traders fall due in the two following months, and their 


trade has not been much less disastrous. You may 
therefore look to the crisis as yet approaching; and your 
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just arrived from Greece, brought news of an earthquake | 


scattering the furniture in every direction; but out of | 


there isnota great deal of cotton planted this year in - 


ration, and committed for want of bail. ‘The damages - 
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(THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY—MINUTES. 
Monday. Afternoon, June 5, 34 o'clock. 


Assetnbly met -and ‘was opened with ‘prayer. 


The minutes of the last session were read. ‘The Ae- 


sembly ‘resumed the unfinished business of this morn- 


ing : viz, the motion to e the resolutions re- 


and after debate, questiog was demanded, 


mative ; and the 


tions were divided, and adopted by-yeas 
and naye ab follows: Yeas, ils. then 


__ The second, third, end fourth reso 


- Ma. Dickinson introdutcd 2 protest, signed by him. 
self and others, against the resolution uf this Asscm- 
bly, respecting the American Home Missionary Socie- 
ty, and tlie American Education Socicty, which was 
rece 
der, Green, and Potts, to be answered. Some distur- 
bance haying been made among the spectators, = 
moved that‘ the Assembly will 
hereafter sit with closed doors.” The motion was laid 
on the table, and the Assembly adjourned till tu-mor- 
row morning at 9-0’clock: Concluded with prayer. 
Tuesday Morning, June 6th, 9 o'clock. 
‘The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 
‘The report of Mr. J. Whethain in relation to the 
editions of the Psalms and Hymns was pre- 
sented, read, and accepted, and ordered to be printed 
in the Appendix to the Minutes. 3 
committee to whom was referred Overture No. 
8, being a.-Memorial of the Synod of Michigan on the 
subject;of the Sabbath, made a report, that they have 
considered the. subject, and are of opinion, that under 
existing circumstances, it is not expedicnt to take any 


action on the subject, and the committee therefore 


asked.to be discharged. ‘The report was adopted. 
Resolved, That Messrs. Beer, Potter, and Murray, 
be a committee to report this afternoon respecting a 
place for the meeting of the next Assembly. me 
The following resolutions were offered by Dr. Alex- 
ander, viz.: (see them in the debate.) Aiter debate it 
was moved to lay the resolutions on the table, the 
motion was decided by yeas and nays as follows: (sce 
them in the debate). So the motion to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table was lost. After further debate, the 
resolutions were adopted. 
Mr. Ewing offered the following resolution : viz. 
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer 
with the officers of this Assembly who compose the 
Committee of Commissions, and to obtain and comnu- 
nicate to this body, their explicit promise or refusal to 
carry out: in all its parts, the, reform entered upon 
during our present sessions, by the full and exact per- 
formance on their part, as ministerial officers of this 
body, of all the auties either expressly directed or 
necessarily implied by the action of the Assembly, for 
the purification of the Church, and which are required 


iving entire efficacy to its acts in all their parts, 


in 

eal especially in completing the roll of the next and 

B uent Assembly’s. Aiter debate, the Assembly 

adjourned till this afternoon at half past 3 o’cluck. 
Concluded-with prayer. 


Tuesday Afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. 


The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The As- 


The minutes of the last session were read. 
scmbly took up the unfinished business of the morn- 


ing, viz.: the resolution respecting the duty of the 


Committee of Commissions. 3 | 

‘ The Stated Clerk asked and obtained permission to 
make a statement in relation to his duty as a member 
of the Committee of Commissions. 

~ The Permanent Clerk obtained the same privilege 
and then Mr. Ewing had leave to withdraw his 
motion. 

A protest signed by the Commissioners from the 
Synods of Genessee, Geneva, and Utica, against the 
resolutions of this Assembly, declaring thse Synods 
to be out of the Presbyterian church wus received, 
read, and referred to Messrs. J. Witherspoon, Murray, 
and Simpson, to be answered. 

The Committee to report this afternoon a place for 
the: meeting of the next General Assembly asked for 
further time. The request was granted. 

Mr. BreckinrincE offered the following resolutions, 
viz.: (see resolutions in debate respecting Presbytery 
of Wilmington and third Presbytery of Philadelphia.) 

After debate, Mr. Lowrie moved to amend these 
‘resolutions by striking out all after the word “re- 


ceived” in the 4th resolution, and also the whole of 


the 5th and 6th resolutions, and after debate it was 

moved to commit this whole subject to a Special Com- 

mittee and after farther debate, the Assembly adjourn- 

ed till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. | 
‘Concluded with prayer. | 


| Wednesday Morning, June 7th, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 

The Committee appointed to make inquiry respect- 
ing the place for the mecting of the next Assembly, 
reported that they had attended to the duty assigned 
them, and they recommended that the next General 
Assembly meet in the Seventh Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia. -The report was accepted and adopted. 

The committee on eave of absence, reported that 
they had .given leave to the following persons, viz: 
Messrs. Gardner Hayden, W. W. Bailey, George R. 

‘King, Jonathan Wickware, James C. Edwards, Sainuel 
Steel William Keys, Wm. Fahnestock, Robt. Aikman, 
Dr. James C. Macgoffin, Harvey H. Hays, Alexander 
Ogelvie, Jas. W. Wilkin, Edwin Holt, Thomas Kiddoo, 
J. Patton, Dewey Whitney, ‘Thomas Cleland, Thoinas 
P. Smith, John Crawford, Isaac Coe, J. W. Phillips. 

Mr. Plumer, from the committee to answer the pro- 
test signed by the Commissioners from the Western 
Reserve Synod, madé a report, recommending that the 
‘protest be entered on the minutes, accompanied by the 
answer prepared by the committee. The report was 
read, aecepied, und adopted, and the protest and the 
answer were ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

[The Protests and Answers will be published in fu- 
ture Nos. of the Presbyterian.j 

‘The Committee on Overture No. 7, viz: the Over- 
ture from the Presbytery of Salem on the subject of 
Foreign Missions, made a report, which was accepted 
and adopted by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Ist. Resolved, That the General Assembly will su- 
perintend and conduct by its own proper authority the 
work of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
by a Board appointed for that purpose and directly 
amenable to said Assembly. 

2d. The General Asseinbly shall, at its present mect- 
ing, choose forty ministers and forty layinen as mein. 
bers of the Buard of Forcign Missions, one-fourth of 
whom shall go out annually in alphabetical order, and 
thereafter, tcn ministers and ten laymen shall be 
annually elected as members of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, whose term of office shall be four years; and 
these forty ministers and forty laymen so appointed, 
shall constitute a Board, to be styled “ The Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America,’ to which, for the time 
being, .shall be entrasted with such directions and 
instructions as may from time to time be given by the 
General Assembly, the superintendence of the Foreign 

Missionary operations the Presbyterian Church. 
This Board shall make annually to the General Assem- 
bly a report of their proceedings, and submit for its 
approval such plans and meusures as may be deemed 
useful and necessary. | 
_. 3d. The Board of Directors shall hold their first 
meeting at such time and place as may be directed by 
the present Gencral Assembly, and shall hold a meeting 
annually at some convenient time during the sessions 
of the General Assembly, at which it shall appuint a 
President, Vice-President, a Corresponding Secretary, 
a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee, to serve for 
the ensuing year. It shall belong to the Board of 
Directors to review and decide upon all the duings of 
the Executive Committee,.to receive and. dispose of 
their annual report, and to present a statcment of their 
proceedings to the General Assembly. It shall be their 
‘duty also, to meet for the transaction of business as 
often as may be expedient—due notice of every special 
‘meeting being seasonably given to every member of 


rd.. 
* 4th. To the Executive Committee, consisting of not 
‘more than nine members beside the Corresponding 
‘Secretary and the Treasurer, shall belong the duty of 
appointing all Missionaries and Agents ; of designating 
‘their fields of labour; receiving the reports of the 
“Corresponding Secretary, and giving him neediul di 
“rections in reference to all matters of business and 
cor lence entrusted to him to authorize al! 
and expenditures of moncy; and to 
take particular direction and management of the 
‘Foreign Missionary work, subject to the revision and 
control of the Board of Directors. The Executive 
Committe shall meet at_loast once a month, and 
‘oftener if necessary. ; five - members, meeting at the 
‘time and place of adjournment or special call, shall 


-eonstitute a’ quorum. The Committee shall have 


“power to fill their own vacancies, if any occur during 


» the recess of the Board of Directors. 


~ Sth. All property, houses, lands, tenements, and per. 
‘manent funds; belonging to ihe suid Board of foreign 
Missions shall be taken in the name of the Trustees of 
‘the ‘General Assembly, and held in trust by them for 


’ the ase and benefit of “ the Board of Foreign Missions 


yeu, read, and committed to Messrs. A. Alcxan- 


—_ 


America,” for. the time being: 
6th, ‘The seat of operations of the Board of Direc-: 
tors shall be designated by the Board. | 
The Board of Directors shall have power and 
they are hereby authorized to receive a transfer of the 
Foreign Missionary Societies or either of them, now 
existing ip the Presbyterian Church, with all the mis- 
sions and funds under the care of, and belonging to 
such societies. | £ 
‘Yeas—Messrs Platt, Leggett, R. J. Crawford, J. R. 
ohnston, Frame, Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Burnet, B. 
McDowell, Blauvelt, A. Alexander, W. Wilson, Yeo- 
mans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John. Wilson, Dor- 
rance, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, 
Penny, Hamilton, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, McKee- 
han, Creigh, Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, 
Cook, Annan, Ewing, Harvey, Slagle, Baird, Gladden, 
J. W. Juhnson, Lowrie, Mitchell, Hannah, Stratton, 
Adair, ‘Tait, McCrackin, Van Deman, W. Patterson, 
S. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, McComwbs, ‘Torrance, Tur- 
ner, Crane, Osborn, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, Mr. 
S. Smith, Blythe, Marshall, McKennan, Stafford, W. 
K. Stewart, tlopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, 
Hendren, Moore, Morrison, J. Alexander, Fitzgerald, 
Baxter, Hart, Plumer, Carothers, McQueen, Potter 
Pharr, -Andrews, Watts, D. Brown, Galbraith, Sloss, 
Leatch, Hodge, Ross, Simpson, ‘Thornwell, J. Wither- 
spoon, Coit, Leland, Pratt, J. McDowell, Goulding T.S. 
Witherspoon Morgan, D. Johnson, Vancourt, Brother- 


| ton, Banks, J. Sinylie,-N. Smylie. Yeas—108. 


Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Beman, Porter, Cone, 
Peters, N. E. Johnson, Cheever, Seymour, Woodruff, 
A. Miller, Jessup, A. White, Duffield, Hall, Gilbert, 
Faris, Cleveland, R. Stuart, Reed, E. Cutler, Dickinson, 
Bushnell, Ayres, Clark, Leonard, Gould, Graves, 
Mines, T. Brown. Nayes, 29. 


Mr. Piumer offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted, viz: — | 

Ist, Jtesolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to 
nominate Directors for the Board of Foreign Missions. 

2d, Re olved, ‘That the Bourd of Foreign Missions 
be directed to hold their first meeting in the First 
Presbyterian church in the city of Baltimore, on the 
third Wednesday of September next. . 

3d, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare a Pastoral Letter to the churches under our 
care, relative to the present posture of the Presbyterian 
Church, and our duty under our present trials. 

4th, Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare a Circular Letter to the churches of Jesus 
Christ, throughout the earth, explanatory of the course 
of this Assembly, and assuring thein of our best wishes 
for their highest interests. 

Mr. Plumer also moved ; 

Sth, Resolved, ‘hat a committee be appointed to 
prepare a letter to be addressed to all churches which 
have been formed on the “ Plan of Union,” and which 
are not now, either purely Presbyterian, or Congrega- 
tional, advising them to adopt on or before the first day 
of April, 1838, such action as their wisdom and pre- 
ferences may dictate, fur organizing and connecting 
themselves with the Pre-byteries, in a due constitu- 
tional form, or to organize themselves on Congrega-. 
tional principles; and where the majority in any 
church shall determine in a particular way, it is the 
opinion of this Assembly, that whenever the minority 
have no serious conscientious difficulties, they ought 
not to divide the congregation, but unite with their 
brethren of the mujority in maintaiuirg in vigour and 
unity the ordinances of the Gospel. Atter debate, the 
previous question was demanded, and having been de- 
cided in the affirmative, the resolution was adopted. 

Dr. Biyrue offered a resolution which was amended, 
adopted, and is as follows: viz. Resolved, ‘That a Com- 
initlee be appointed to inquire whether the expense of 
collecting the benefactions of the Church for the pro- 
motion of the great missionary cause cannot be lessen- 
ed ; also, whether means may not be devised for in 
creasing these benefactions; also, to inquire whether 
a larger proportion of laymen might not be wisely and 
beneficia!ly employed as agents in the bencvolent et- 
forts of the age ; and that this committee report to the 
next General Assetmbly. 

Dr. Junxin, trom the Committee to answer the pro- 
test against the abrogation of the Pian of Union, made 
a report, recommending that the protest be entered on 
the minutes accoinpanicd by the answer. ‘I'he report 
was read, accepted, and adopted, and the protest and 
answer were ordered to be entered on the minutes. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee to answer the 
protest of the Commissioners from the Synods of Utica, 
Geneva, and Genesee, against the resolutions of this 
Assembly, declaring those Synods to be out of the 
Presbyterian Church, made a report recommending 
that the protest be entered on the minutes accompanied 
by the answer prepared by the committee. ‘The re- 
port was accepted, read, and adopted, aud the protest 
and answer were ordered to be entered on the minutes. 


Dr. AvLexanper offered the following resolution 
which was adopted, viz. Resolved that the salary of 
the Stated Clerk be hereaiter $100 per annum; ex- 
clusive of the expense of having the minutes tran- 
scribed. 3 

Mr. Breckinriper offered the following preamble 
and resolution, viz: 

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of this Gene- 
ral Asseinbly, that the persons who were appointed com- 
missioners to this body from the Presbyteries attached 
to the Synod of the Western Reserve, have served a 
notice upon the Treasurer of the Trustecs of the Gene- 
ral Assembly “ not to regard any orders drawn, nor 
any resolutio.s passed by this Assembly since the 
pasage of the act which declared said Synod of the 
Western Reserve to be no longer in the connexion of 
the body, represented in this General Assembly ;” and 
whereas said notice is no coubt to be considered as the 
commencement of a series of judicial investigations, 
growing out of the proceedings of this Assembly in re- 
forming the Church, during its present sessions ; now 
theretore, be it resolved, by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the Uuiied States of 
America. 

I. That this Assembly expects of its Trustees full 
compliance with all its acts as in past tines, and 
relies confidently on their continued fidelity to the 
Church, in the discharge of ail the important duties 
devolving on them. 

2. That the Presbyterian Church is morally re- 
sponsible, and will fully and cheertully meet that re- 
sponsibility, to sustain their ‘l'rustees in all their acts 
in consequence of any resolution passed or order 
given in virtue of such resolution of the present or any 
other General Assembly; and to hold said Trustees 
harinless by reason of any loss or damage they may 
personally sustain thereby. 

3. That this Assembly in virtue of the powers vested 
in it, by the act incorporating its ‘Trustees, do hereby 
in writing, direct their Trustees to continue to pay as 
heretofore, and to have no manner of respect to the 
notice mentioned above, nor to any similar notice that 
may come to their knowledge. And these resolutions 
duly signed and certified shall be delivered to them on 
the part of this Assembly. : 

Mr. Breckinridge read the notice referred to in the 
resolutions; and after debate, the rtsolutions were 
adopted. | 

The Moderator announced the foliowing Committees 
on the subject eynbraced in Mr. Plumer’s resolutions 
adopted this morning, viz. 

To nominate Directors for the Board of Foreign 
Missions :—Messrs. Yeomans, Morrison and Hannilton. 

To write the pastoral letter to the Churches under 
our care; Messrs. A. Alexander, Buxter and Leland. 

To write the letter to be addressed to all other 
Churches; Messrs. Breckinridge, Latta, and Plumer. 

To write the lettcr to be addressed to Churches 
formed on the accoin:nodation plan; Messrs. Baird, 
Witherspoon, and Go'dsmi‘h. 

And then the Assembly adjourned ti!l this afternoon 
at half past 3 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 


Wednesduy Afternoon, hulf past 3 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 

The Moderator announced the following Committee, 
on the subject of Dr. Blythe’s resolution adopted this 
inorning, viz. On Bencvolent Operations; Messrs. 
Breckinridge, Blythe, Pratt, A. White, Lenox. 

The Assembly took up the unfinished business of 
May 24th ultimo, viz. the motion indefinitely to post- 
pone Mr. Mines’ motion to amend that part of the report 
of the Committee on Overture, No. 1, which relates to 
doctrinal errors, 

‘The previous question was demanded, and decided in 
the affirmative: and the motion to postpone, together 
with Mr. Mines’ motion to amend being cut off by 
the operation of the previous question, the Assembly 
adopted that part of the Report of the Committee in 
the Memorial which relates to doctrinal error, by yeas 
and nays as follows: viz. 

As one of the principal objects of the memorialists, 
is to point out certain errors, more or less prevalent in 
our Church, and to bear testimony against them, your 
Committee are of opinion, that.as one great object of 
the institution of the Church was to be a depository 
and guardian of the truth, and as, by the Constitution 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, it is 
rmade the duty of the General Assembly to testify 
Resolved, ‘Phat the testimony of the Memorialists, 


General Assembly, which (with a few verbal alterations) 
is as fullows : 

In Relation to Doctrine. 
would have prevented the existence of 


1. That God 


= 


of the Presbyterian Church’ in’ the United States of! 


sin in our world, but was not able, without destroying 
‘the moral agency of man: or, that for aught that ap- 
pears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is incidental to 
ang wise moral system. 3 

- That election to eternal life is founded on a fore- 
sight of faith and obedience. 

3, That we have no more to do with the first sin of 
Adam than with the sins of any other parent. 

_ 4,-That infants come into the world as free from 
moral defilement as was Adam, when he was created. 

5. That infants sustain the same relation to the 
moral government of God in this world us brute ani- 
mals, and that their sufferings and death are to be ac- 
counted for, on the same principles as those of brutes, 
and not by any means to be considered as penal. 

6. ‘That there-is no other original sin than the fact 
that all the posterity of Adam, though by nature inno- 
cent, or possessed of no moral character, will always 
begin to sin when they begin to exercise moral 
agency; that original sin does not include a sinful 
bias ot the human mind, and a just exposure to penal 
suffering ; and that there is no evidence in Scripture, 
that iniants, in order to salvation, do need redemption 
by the blood of Christ, and regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost. | 

7. That the doctrine of imputation, whether of the 
uilt of Adam’s sin, or of the rightcousness of Christ, 

1as no foundation in the word of God, and is both un- 
just and absurd. 

8. That the sufferings and death of Christ were not 
truly vicarious and penal, but syimbolical, govermen- 
tal, and instructive only. 3 

Y, ‘That the impenitent sinner.is by nature, and in- 
dependently of the renewing influence or almighty 
energy of the Holy Svirit, in full possession of all the 
ability necessary to a full compliance with all the com- 
mands of God. 

10. That Christ does not intercede for the elect until 
after their regeneration. 

11. That saving faith is not an effect of the special 
operation of the Holy Spirit, but a mere rational belief 
of the truth or assent to the word of God. 

12. That regeneration is the act of the sinner him- 
self, and that it consists in a change of his governing 
purpose, which he himself must produce, and which 
is the result, nut of any direct influence of the Holy 
Spirit on the heart, but chiefly of a persuasive exhibi- 
tion of the truth analagous to the influence which 
one man exerts over the mind of another; or that 
regencration is not an instantaneous act, but a pro- 
gressive work. 

13. ‘That God has done all that he can do for the 
salvation of all men, and that man himsclf must do 
the rest. : 

14. That God cannot exert such influence on the 
tninds of men, as shall make it certain that they will 


ing their moral agency. 

15. ‘That the righteousness of Christ is not the sole 
ground of the sinner’s acceptance with God; and that 
in no sense does the righteousness of Christ become 
ours. 

16. That the reason why some differ from others in 
regard to their reception of the Gospel is, that they 
make theinselves to «differ. 

Against all these errors, whenever, wherever, and 
by whomsoever taught, the Assembly would soleinnly 
testify, and would warn all in connexion with the 
Presbyterian Church against them. ‘They would also 
enjoin it upon all the interior judicatories to adopt all 
suitable measures to keep their members pure from 
opinions so dangerous. Especially does the Assembly 
earnestly enjoin on all the Presbyteries to guard with 
great care the door of entrance to the sacred office. 
Nor can the Assemb!y regard as consistent with min- 
isterial ordination vows, an unwillingness to discipline 
according to the rules of the word of God and of our 
standards, any person alrcady a teacher who may give 
a Currency to the foregoing errors. : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Platt, Legget, R. J. Crawford, J. R. 
Johnston, Frame, Goldsmith, Potts, Lenox, Murray, 
B. McDowell, Blauvelt, A. Alexander, Win. Wilson, 
Yeomans, Woodhull, Junkin, Lowe, John Wilson, 
Dorrance, Jessup, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, 
Darrach, Davie, Penny, Hamilton, Faris, Breckin- 
ridge, Hickson, M. B. Patterson, McKeehan, Creigh, 
Williamson, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, Annan, 
Ewihg, Slagle, Baird, Gladden, J. W. Johnston, Low- 
rie, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, McCrackin, Van 
Deman, J. Wilson, R. Miller, Beer, McCombs, Tor- 
rance, Turner, Crane, Osborn, Golladay, J. Coe, Mar- 
quis, H. Patten, M.S. Smith, Marshall, McKennan, 
Stafford, Leonard, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, Hop- 
kins, C. S. Todd, C. Stewart, Irwin, Hendren, Morri- 
son, Alexander, Fitzgerald, Hart, Plumer, Caruthers, 
McQueen, Potter, Pharr, Andrews, Watts, D. Browa, 
Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, James Greer, Ross, 
Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, Cvit, Leland, 
E. White, Pratt, J. McDowell, J. S. Witherspoon, 
Morgan, D. Jolinson, Vancourt, Brotherton, Banks, 
J. Smylie, N. Smylie—109. 

Nays—Messrs. Burnap, Cheever, Duffield, Gilbert, 
Bushnell, T. Brown—6. 

Non-1.1quets—Messrs. Beman, Ostrom, Peters, N. 
E. Johnson, A. Campbell, Cleaveland, R. Stewart, 
Reed, Graves, Mines, Painter—1l1. 

Resolved, That the committees on the Records of 
the Synods of Western Reserve, Utica, Geneva, and 
Genesee, be directed to return the records respectively 
to the Stated Clerks of those Synods; and that the 
committees be discharged. 

The ‘Temporary Clerk was directed to return the ap. 
peals from the Church at Wheatlands against the Sy- 
ae of Genesce, to the Clerk of the Session of that 
church. 


Dr. Green communicatcd to the house two papers 
purporting to be notices severally served on the Board 
of Trustees, by the Commissioners from the Synod of 
the Western Reserve, and the Synods of Utica, Ge- 
neva, and Genescc, whereupon, it was | 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted this morning 
on this subject, be cousidercd a sufficicnt reply by tis 
Assembly. 

Mr. Yromans, from the committee to nominate Di- 
rectors for the Bozrd of Foreign Missions, made a 
report which was acccpted and adopted, and is as fol- 
lows : viz. 

MINISTERS. 
John N. Campbell, D. D. 
Jacob Green, 
Wm. W. Phillips, D. D. 
Joseph McElroy, D. D. 
Gardiner Spring, D. D. 
John M. Krebs, 
Elias W. Crane, 
George Potts, 
Edward D. Smith, 
Archd. Alexander, D. D. 
Samuel Miller, D. D. Thomas Pringle, 
John Breckinridge, D.D. Benjamin McDowell, 
George Junkin, D.D. © Thomas McKeen, 
Nicholas Murray, George Morris, 
Ashbel Green, WV. D. George Brown, 
Cornelius C. Cuyler, D. D. William McDonald, 
John McDoweil, D. D. Alexander Symington, 
Robert J. Breckinridge, © Charles Chauncey, 
Henry A. Boardiman, Jumes N. Dickson, 
J. L. Dinwiddie, William Harris, M. D. 
G. W. Musgrvac, Alexander Henry, 
John C. Backus, Matthew Newkirk, 
Francis Herron, D. D. Solomon Allen, 
Matthew Brown, D. D. Joseph P. Engles, 
Elisha P. Swit, Robert Wallace, 
Thomas D. Baird, Nathaniel Ewing, 
David Elliott, D. D. Harmer Denny, 
James Hoge, D. D. John Hennen, 
Joshua L. Wilson, D.D. Samuel ‘Thoinpson, 
Andrew Todd, Charles S. Todd, 
Willian S. Plumer, Samuel C, Anderson, 
William M. Atkinson, James Fitzgerald, 
George A. Baxter, D.D. James Caskie, 
Samuel L. Graham, D. D. Frederick Nash, 
Wm. McPheeters, D.D. Eugenius A. Nesbit, 


LAYMEN. 
Ananias Platt, 
John Woodworth, 
John Owen, 
James Lenox, 
James Paton, 
Moses Allen, 
Samuel Boyd, 
Henry Rankin, 
Hugh Auchincloss, 
Robert Jaffrey, 


Aaron W, Leland, D.D. Gilbert T. Snowden, 
Thomas Smyth, James Adger, 

John Witherspoon, D.D. Joseph H. Lumpkin, 
Thomas Goulding, D. D. John Ker, M. D. 
James L. Sloss, John Murphey. 


The resolution adopted this morning, directing the 
Board of Foreign Missions to meet at Baltimore on the 
third Wednesday of September next, was reconsid- 
ered; and it was 

Resolved, That the Board of Foreign Missions be 
directed to meet in the Firsi Presbyterian Church in 
the city of Baltimore, on the Tuesday after the last 
Wednesday in October next, at 3 o’clock in the after- 
noon. 

On motion of Mr. Plumer, the Assembly took up so 
much of the report of the Committee on the Memorial 
as relates to church order; 

Mr. Piumer offered the following preamble and re- 
solutions, which were adopted, viz. 


Whereas, it is represented to this Assembly that the 
following disorders and irregularitics are practiced in 
some portions of the Presbyterian Church, the Assem- 
bly would solemnly warn all in-our connexion against 
them. are as follows, viz :- 

1. The formation of Presbyteries without defined 
and reasonable limits, or Presbyteries, covering the 
same territory, and especially such a forimation 


concerning doctrine, be adopted as the testimony of this. founded on doctrinal repulsion or affinities: thus in- 


troducing schism iuto the very vitals of the body. 

2. The licensing of persons to preach the Gospel, 
and the ordaining to the office of the ministry such as 
not only accept of our standards merely for substance 
of doctrine, and others who are unfit and ought to be 


choose and act in a particular manner without impair- 


excluded for want of qualification—but of many even 
who sony fundamental principles of trath. and 
preach and publish radical errors. 

3. The formation of a great multitude and variety of 
creeds which are often incomplete, false, and contra- 


and the Bible; but which even if true are needless, 
seeing that the public and authorised standards of the 
Church are fully sufficient for the purposes for which 
such formularies were introduced, namely, as public 
testimonies of our faith and practice, as aids to the 
teaching of the people truth and righteousness, and as 
instruments for ascertaining and preserving the unity 
of the Spirit in the bonds of peace; it being understood 
that we do not object to the use of a brief abstract of 
the doctrines of our Confession of Faith, in the public. 
reception of private members of the Church. 

4. ‘The needless ordination of a multitude of men to 
the office of Evangelist, and the consequent tendency 
to a general neglect of the pastoral office ; frequent and 
hurttul changes of pastoral relations; to the multipli- 
cation of spurious excitements, and the consequent 
spread of heresy and fanaticism, thus weakening and. 
bringing into contempt the ordinary and stated agents 
and means, for the conversion of sinners, and the edifi- 
cation of the body of Christ. 

5. The disuse of the office of Ruling Elder in por- 
tions of the Church, and the consequent growth of 
practices and principles entirely Foreign to our sys- 
tem ; thus depriving the pastors of needful assistants 
in discipline, the people of proper guides in Christ, and 
the churches of suitable representatives in the ecclesi- 
astical tribunals. 

6. The anlimited and irresponsible power, assumed 
by several associations of men under various names, 
to exercise authority and influence, direct and indircct, 
over Presbyteries, as to their field of labour, place of 
residence, and mode of action in the difficult circum- 
stances of our Church: thus actually throwing: the 
control of affairs in large portions of the Church, and 
sometimes in the General Assembly itself, out of the 
hands of the Presbyteries into those of single indi- 
viduals or small companies located at a distance. 

‘he Assembly also considered that part of the re- 
port of the Committee on the Memorial which relates 
to church order; and the following specification of ir- 
regularity was referred to the Coinmittee on Bills and 
Overtures, who were instructed to bring in an overture 
on the subject to be sent down to the Presbyteries, 
Viz. 7 

8. A progressive change in the system of Presby- 
terial representation in the General Assembly, which 
has been persisted in by those holding the ordinary 
majorities, and carried out into detail by those disposed 
to take undue advantage of existing opportunities, 
until the actual representation seldom exhibits the true 
state of the Church, and many questions of the deep. 
est interest have been decided contrary to the fuirly 
ascertained wishes of the majority of the Church and 
people in our communion: thus virtually subverting 
the essential principles of freedom, justice, and equality, 
on which our whole system rests. 

Mr. Jessup moved to instruct the Committee on Bills 
and Overtures to bring in an overture to be sent down 
to the Presbyteries, for a change of the Constitution in 
relation to the ratio of representation, on the basis of 
the number of church members. 

The motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Plumer, the Assembly took up so 
inuch of the report of the Committee on the Memorial 
as relates to Church discipline; and 

Mr. Piumer offered the tollowing resolution which 
was adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That in relation to the whole subject of 
discipline, as brought before the Assembly by the Com- 
mittee on the Memorial, the Assembly enjoins upon al 
the Synods, Presbyteries, and Church Sessions, to see 
that a wholesome and Christian discipline be exercised 
throughout all our bounds, as being one of the surest 
means of restoring purity to the Church, and main- 
taining permanent peace within our bounds. 

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, the Assembly took 
up the unfinished business of yesterday, viz.: the mo- 
tion to amend resolutions respecting the connexion of 
the ‘Third Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the Presby- 
tery of Wilmington. Mr. Lowrie had leave to with- 
draw his amendment, and 

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, the resolutions were 
amended, by striking out every thing relating to the 
Presbytery of Wilmington. 

The motion of Mr. Lowrie, offered yesterday to 
amend the resolutions by striking out all after the 
word “received” in the 4th resolution, and also the 
whole of the 5th resolution, was then renewed and 
adopted, and atter debate, it was moved to lay this whole 
subject on the table. This motion was decided in the 
negative by yeas and nays. (Omitted.) So the house 
refused to lay it on the table. | 

The previous question was then demanded, and 
having been decided in the affirmative, 

The resolutions as amended, were agreed to, by 
yeas and nays as follows, viz. (sce debate.) 

And then the Assembly adjourned till to-morrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. : 

Concluded with prayer. 


Thursday Morning, June 8th, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 

Mr. ‘Topp trom the committee to answer the protest 
against the resolutions of this Assembly respecting tiie 
citation of inferior judicatories, and also against the 
resolution of this Assembly declaring the Synod of 
the Western Reserve not to be a part of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, made a report recommending that the 
protest be entered on the minutes accompanied by the 
answer prepared by the Committee. ‘The report was 
read, accepted and adopted; and it was ordered that 
the protest and answer be entered on the minutes. 

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported 
Overture No. 15, viz. various Overtures to the Assem- 
bly on the subject of slavery. ‘The report was accept- 


| ed, and it was laid ou the table, by yeas and nays as 


toliows, viz. 

Yeas,—Messrs. Platt, Leggett, R. J. Crawford, J. R. 
Johnston, Frame, Goldsmith, Burnet, B. McDowell, 
Blauvelt, A. Alexander, Woodhull, ‘Junkin, Lowe, 
Dorrance, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, 
Davic, Penny, Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. 
B. Patterson, Creigh, Long, J. H. Grier, Hughes, An- 
nan, Ewing, Hervey, Baird, J. W. Johnston, Low. 
rie, Mitchel, Hannah, Stratton, ‘T'ait, McCrackin, 
Van Deman, W. Patterson, McCombs, Torrance, 
Crane, Golladay, J. Coe, Marquis, H. Patton, M.S. 
Smith, Blythe, Marshall, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, 
Hopkins, C. S. Todd, C. Stuart, Irwin, Hendren, Moore, 
Morvison, J. Alexander, Fitzgerald, Mines, Baxter, 
Hart, Plumer,Caruthers, McQucen, Potter, Pharr, An- 
drews, D. Brown, Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, Jas. 
Greer, Ross, Simpson, Thornwell, J. Witherspoon, 
Coit, Leland, E. White, Pratt, J. McDowell, Morgan, 
D. Johnson, Vancourt, Brotherton, Banks, N. Smylie. 
Yeas, 93. 

Nays,—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman, Os- 


| tron, Peters, N. E. Johnson, Schenck, Cheever, Sey- 


mour, Woodruff, Murray, A. Milier, Jessup, Grant, 
Doffield, Gilbert, Adair, Cleaveland, R. Stuart, Reed, 
Dickinson, Bushnell, Clark, Kingsbury, Gould, Graves, 
Painter, Brown.—Nays, 28, 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported 
Overture No. 14, viz. the subject of representation in 
the General Assembly, recommending that a special 
committce be appointed to report an Overture to the 
next General Assembly. The report was adopted, 
and the Committee of Bills and Overtures was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of this subject. 

On motion of Dr. Green, 


minary at Princeton, be authorized to draw {from the 
‘Treasury of the Trustees of the Gencral Assembly, 
the suin of $6,500, for the payment of Professur’s sal- 
aries through the current year. 

Mr. Bairp from the Committee to write a letter to 
the Churches formed on the accommodation plan, made 
a report which was accepted; on motion to adopt the 
report, Dr. Beman moved that it be laid on the table. 
This motion was lost. The motion to adopt the report 
was lost and the Committee was discharged. 

Mr. BrecKinripGE moved that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a letter to be addressed to the four 
Synods, which have been declared by this Assembly 
to be out of the Presbyterian Church, explaining the 
reasons of the Assembly for making that declaration. 
The motion was adopted, and Messrs. J. Witherspoon, 
Leland and Goldsmith, were appointed that Committee. 

The Assembly took up the report of the Commnittee 
on the Western Theological Seminary and the report 
was recommitted to the Committee. 

Dr. ALEXANDER from the Committee to prepare a 
Pastoral letter to be addressed to the Churches under 
our care, made a report which was read and accepted ; 
it was moved to adopt the report, when, Dr. Peters 
moved to amend the report by striking out the terms 
“ Old School and New School,” with the view of sub- 
stituting the words “ majority and minority.” The 
motion to amend was lost. 

Dr. PErErs moved to amend by striking out the state- 

ment relative to the comparative intercourse of the 
members of the Presbyterian Church with each other, 
and with other denominations. ‘The motion was lost, 
and 7. report was adopted. [See first page for this 
letter. 
The Assembly took up the warrative of the state of 
religion, and it was recommitted to the Committee on 
the narrative, together with Messrs. Hendren and 
Mines. 


On motion, the Assembly took up the unfinished | 


dictory of each other, and of our Confession of Faith | 


Resolved, ‘That the Trustees of the Theological Se-. 


business of May 29th, viz, the appeal of Dr. Wylie: 
against the Synod of Indiana. 
The Moderator reminded the members of their high 
character as a court of Jcsus Christ, and the solemn 
duty in which they were about to act. 
Messrs. Breckinridge, A. Alexander, Cuyler, Wi- 
therspoon, Ewing, McAuley, Beman, Peters, Dickinson, 
and Jessup, who as members of the joint committee on 
the state of the Church, were out of the house by the 
direction of the Assembly when this appeal was for- 
merly considered, in part, were excused from the fur- 
er Consideration of this business. 

After having heard part of the documents read, the 
farther reading was arrested, and the fullowing resolu- 
tion was adopted: viz. 

_ Resolved, ‘Yhat inasmuch as the Synod of Indiana 
did not take an express vote on sustaining the Appeal 
of Mr. Harvey, and the sentence on r-cord is vague 
and inconsistent with itself, the whole case be remitted 
to the said Synod, with an injunction to them to re- 
consider the same, and pass a definite, precise, and 
just sentence. 

The Moderator appointed Dr. John McDowell, Dr. 
Cuyler, and Mr. Winchester, committee to prepare 
an Overture to be presented to the next General As- 
sembly, relative to the ratio of representution in the 
General Assembly. 

‘The Judicial Committee reported the appeal of R. 
Taylor against the Synod of Michigan, which was not 
put into the hands of the committee within the speci- 
fied time, and the party had leave to withdraw his 
appeal. 

[he Assembly took up the unfinished business of 
the last Assembly, viz. the appeal of the Rev. J. C. 
Harrison against the Synod of Cincinnati, and it was 
re‘erred to the next General Assembly. 

The Judicial Committee reported judicial business, 
Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, which were disposed 
of as follows, viz. : 

No. 2. Appeal of Oneida Presbytery froma decision 
of the Synod of Utica; it was resolved that the parties 
have leave to withdraw the papers. 

No. 3. Complaint of members of the Synod of IIli- 
nois against said Synod, in the case of the Rev. W. J. 
Frazier. ‘This complaint was referred to the next 
General Assembly. 

No. 4. Appeal of Adam Johnston against the Synod 
of Philadelphia. Referred to the next General As- 
sembly. 

No. 5. Appeal of Rev. A. G. Morss, and others, 
against the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. Re- 
ferred to the Synod of Philadelphia. 

No. 6. Complaint of the Session of the Church at 
Westchester, Pa. against the Synod of Philadelphia. Re- 
solved, that the complainants have leave to withdraw 
their papers. | 

No. 7. Complaint of Rev. James Patterson and 
others against the Synod of Philadelphia. 

Resolved, that the parties have leave to withdraw 
their papers. 

No. 8. Complaint of the Presbytery of Wilmington 
against the Synod of Philadelphia. Referred to the 
next General Assembly. 

Nos. 9 and 10. Complaint of the Rev. J. M. Bear, 
against the Synod of Philadelphia. Referred to the 
next General Assembly. : 

The Assembly called for reports of Committees on 
Synodical Records. 

The Committees on the records of the Synods of 
New York, Albany, Philadelphia, Mississippi, Ken- 
tucky, Virginia, Alabama, Cincinnatti, North Carolina, 
reported and the records were approved. 

The Committee on the records of the Synods of In. 
diina reported, and the records were approved, with 
the following exceptions, viz.: On page 375 in the 
case of a complaint against the decision of a Presby- 
tery, no evidence appears that the records of the Pres- 
bytery were read; and on page 386, an elder appeared 
late in the Session and took his seat without giving 
satisfactory reasons or any reasons for tardiness. 

The Committee on the records of the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh, reported; and the records were approved, with 
the foilowing exception, viz.: on page 166, imperfect 
record in the case of a report of a Committee upon the 
subject of ‘Tract Distribution. 

‘The Committees on the records of Illinois, New 
Jersey, Ohio, ‘Tennessee, West ‘Tennessee, South Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, and Missouri, reported that these 
records had not been put into their hands: and the 
Committees were discharged. 

Resolved, ‘That those Synods whose records have not 
been sent up to this Assembly, be specially enjoined to 
send them up to the next General Assembly. 

And then the Assembly adjourned, till half past three 
o’clock this afternoon. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Thursday Afternoon, half past 3 o'clock. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer. 

Mr. DurFiEvp introduced;the following protest which 
was read, accepted, and ordered to be entered on the 
minutes, as follows, viz. [Wiéill appear hereafter.] 

Mr. Piumer offered the following resolutions which 
were adopted, viz. 

1. Resolved, That the paper just offered purporting 
to be a protest, though it contains several important 
misstatements of facts and much extraneous matter, be 
admitted to record without answer; the lateness of 
the period at which it is offered rendering it inconveni- 
ent to answer it and the character of the paper ren- 
dering another disposition of it proper and neccessary. 

2. Resolved, ‘That duly certified cupies of this paper 
be sent tu the respective Presbyteries to which the 
signers of the protest belong, calling their attention to 
the developments of theological views contained in it, 
and enjoining on them to inquire into the soundness 
of the faith of those who have ventured to make so 
strange avowals as some of these are. 

Dr. Beman moved that the attention of all Presby- 
teries be directed to this protest. ‘The motion was lost. 

Mr. Durrixtp introduced the following protest which 
was read, accepted, and entered on the minutes. [To 
be published hereatter.] 

Mr. Piumer offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That the protest respecting the dissvlution 
of the 3d Presbytery of Philadelphia is sufficiently 
answered by stating that the reasonings which it con-- 
tains are foreign from the grounds on which the ques- 
tion was decided; that the evidence before this As- 
sembly establishing the evil effects of the existence of 
this Presbytery is ample; that the principle on which 


time, viz. that of elective affinity, is now on all hands 
udmitted to be unconstitutional ; and lastly, that being 
originally formed by the Assembly, none can question 
the right of that body to dissolve it, whenever its con- 
tinued existence is found to be injurious to truth and 
charity. 

Mr. Jessup from the Committee on the report of the 
Trustees of the General Assembly made a report re- 
commending that the report be approved and printed 
in the Appendix to the Minutes. ‘The report was 
adopted. 

The Committee on the records of the Synod of 
Michigan reported, and the records were approved. 

The Committee on the report of the Direc'o.s of 
the Western ‘Theological Seminary made a report re- 
commending the adoptiun of the two following resolu- 
tions, viz: 

1. Resolved, That the report of the Board of Direc- 
tors be approved and printed in the Appendix to the, 
Minutes. 

2. Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dollars, 
be appropriated by this General Assembly for the dif- 
ferent purposes of the Seminary, the current year. 
The report was adopted. | 

Dr. GreeEn, from the Committee to answer the pro- 
‘test against the resolutions respecting the American 
Home Missionary Socicty and the American Education 
Society, made a report recommending that the protest 
be entered on the minutcs, accompanied with the an- 
swer prepared by the Committee. The report was 
read; and the protest and answer were ordered to 
be entered on the minutes. [To be published here- 
after.] 

In answer toa request of the Stated Clerk, for di 
rection in making out the General Statistical table for- 
the current year, the Assembly ordered that he should 
insert in that table, the statistics in his hands for the 
past year, of those judicatories that have been declared 
by the General Assembly to be no longer parts of the 
Presbyterian Church and to insert a marginal note to 
this effect, and that hereafter the statistics of those ju- 
dicatories will not appear in the general table published 
by the General Assembly. 

Resolved, ‘That the Stated Clerk, be authorised to 
sell copies of the printed minutes at 50 cents each. 

Mr. BrecxkinrivcE from the Committee to prepare a 


it was formed, and on which it has existed up to this | 


E White, Pratt, J. McDowell, J. S. Witherspoon, N. R. 
Morgan, D. Jobnson, Banks, J. Suylie, N. Smylie. 
Yeas, 90, 

Nays—Messrs. Southworth, Burnap, Beman. Ostrom, 
Peters, Johason, Scheuk, Cheever, Woodroff, 
A. Miller, Jessup, Grant. A. White, Duffield, Hall, Gil- 
bert, Faris, A. Campbell, Cleveland, R. Stunrt, Reed, 
Businell, Clark, Gould, Graves, Painter, ‘T’. 
Brown. Nayes 29. 

On motion 
Resolved, That the Circular Epistle, adopted by this 

Assembly, and the Pastoral Letter to the churches 

under their care, be printed in pamphlet form, in such 

number of copies as shall be judged to be proper by 

the Moderator, and the Stated end Permanent Clerks 

of this House. 

Bills for contingent expenses of the Assembly, 

amounting to $228 02 were presented, and ordered to 

be paid by the Trustees of the General Assembly. 

Dr. Beman introduced the following protest, which 

was read, accepted, and ordered to be entered on the 

minutes. be published hereafter.) | 

Resolved, ‘That the protest just offered contains no 
inisstatements, reasoning, or principle, which has nut 
been fully and fairly met, and answered in the an- 
swers to other protests, against votes of this House ; 
and therefore, for an answer, we refer to the answer 
to the protest respecting the abrogation of the Plan of 
Union, and also to tha answer to the protest of mem- 
bers of the Synod of Western Reserve, and to the an- 
swer to the protest of certain members of the Synods 
of Geneva, Utica, and Genesee. 

Dr. Perens offered a protest against the adoption of 
the Circular Epistle, which was read, and received, 
— on motion of Mr. Breckinridge, it was laid on the 
table. 

Dr. Cuyuer, from the committee appointed to con- 
sider and report to the Assembly on the subject of ci- 
ting inferior judicatories, presented ‘a report, which 
was amended, and adopted, and js as fullows: viz. 

The committee believe that, for the present, there 
is no urgent necessity to cite any infeTior judicatory ; 
and after what has been done towards the reform of 
the ( hurch during the present sessions of the General 
Assembly, they believe it will be best to wait for a 
time, without farther decisive action, in the hope that 
those portions of the Church, against which serious 
charges are still nade by common fame, will see the 
necessity of taking order on the subject, and doing 
without delay, what truth and righteousness may re- 
quire of them. 

We dcem it proper, however, to say, that several of 
the Synods are so seriously charged, in several res- 
pects, that this Assembly would be wanting in faith- 
fulness to itself, to them, and to the cause of Christ— 
as well as to the principles of justice and fair dealing 


specially urge several of them, to give prompt and 
particular akention to certain matters, in which they 
or some of their Presbyteries or churches are specially 
charged. We therefore recommend the adopticn of 
the following resolutions: viz. 

Resolved, 1. That the Synods of Albany and New 
Jersey be enjoined to take special order, in regard to 
the subject of irregularities in church order, charged, 
by comimon fame, upon some of their Presbyteries and 
churches. 

2. That the Synod of Michigan be enjoined to take 
special order, in regard to the subject of errors in 
doctrine, so charged, upon all its Presbyteries. 

3. ‘That the Synod of Cincinnati be enjoined to take 
special order in regard to crror in doctrine, so charged, 
as being connived at, by several of its Presbyteries, and 
held by some of its members. 

4. ‘That the Synod of Iljinvis be enjoined to take 
special order in regard to irregularities in church or- 
der and errors in doctrine, so charged, upon several 
of its Presbyteries., 

5. ‘That besides the general reference to the Word 
of God and our Standards, we refer the Synods above 
named, to the testimony of this General Assembly, as 
to the nature of the errors and irregularities, intended 
by it,in these resolutions. And said Synods are en- 
jeined to take order on the subjects now referred to 
them for consideration ane action, at their first stated 
meeting, after this Assembly adjourns; and to report 
their doings herein, with whatsoever else seems to 
them necessary to elucidate the whole subject, in writ- 
ing, to the next General Assembly. 

6. And the said five Synods, are especially en- 
joined, and all uther Synods in our bounds required, 
to cause to be laid before the next Gencral Assembly, 
as far as possible, copies of all the abbreviated creeds 
and church covenants in use, amongst their churches : 
which subject is also particularly commended to all 
our Presbyterics,—both in relation to the present de- 
mand, and with reference to the testimony of this As- 
sembly on that subject. 

The Assembly took up the report of the Committee 
to examine the reports of the Presbyteries respecting 
certain changes of the constitution overtured by the 
last two General Assemblies; and it was 

Resolved, That the following Overture be sent down 
to all the Presbyteries for their adoption or rejection, 
viz. 

“* Resolved, That so much of the constitution of the 
Church, as empowers the Gencral Assembly to issue 
appeals, complaints, and references, brought before 
them from the lower jucicatories, except in cases 
of charges against a minister of the Gospel for 
error or heresy, and of process commencing in the 
Synods, be, and the same is, hereby so amended, 
that hereafter the Synods except in the cdses above 
mentioned, be the judicatories of the last resort.” 

Resolved, That all the Presbyteries be directed to 
report on the foregoing Overture in writing to the next 
General Assembly. 

The report of the Committee on Overture No. 10, 
viz. from the Presbytery of Union, on the subject of 
Education, was taken up and the Committee, were dis-' 
charged. 


bly be authorised, if it be necessary, to raise ty 
sufficient sum of moncy to pay the contingent 
of the Assembly. 

The Committee to whom the Narrative of 1 
of religion had been recommitted made a repor@#-a! 
their report was adopted, and it was ordered 
Narrative be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. 

[See first page for this Narrative.} 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Assembly will not send delegates 
to the corresponding bodies this year. 

Messrs. Breckinridge and Beman, delegates to the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales, inad 
verbal reports, which were accepted. = 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

* Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assembly 
be presented to the citizens of Philadelphia, for their 
kind hospitality to the members. 

On motion of Mr. Lowrie, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the General Assem 
be returned to fhe Board of Inspectors of the Eastern 
Penitentiary, for their invitation to visit that institu- 
tion; and also that the thanks of the General Assem.- 
bly be given tothe Directors of the Institution for 
Blind, for their invitation to visit that institution, dg 


The Stated Clerk, with Dr. Cuyler, and 
prepare them for publication. | 
_ Resolved, That callirg the roll previously tg 
ing the Assmbly, be dispensed with. 

The Assembly having finished their business, it was 

Resolved, ‘Phat this General Assembly be dissolved ; 
and that another General Assembly, chosen in like 
manner, be required to mect in the Seventh Presbyte- 
rian Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on the third 
Thursday of May, 1838, at 11 o’clock, A. M. gS © °, 

The Moderator dissolved the Assembly ageording|ly, 


»* 


APLE SUGAR.—Just received a few Patréls “of 

fine Maple Sngar, at the ‘Temperance ‘Tea and 

Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 
Second strects, Philadelphia. 
: JAMES R. WEBB. 

Also = sale, fine Canton Sugar and free Loaf Sugar. 

june 10. 


ORISON’S PILLS.—The Original and Genuine 
Hygeian Universal Vegetable Medicines of the 
British College of Health, ~ay be obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No. 23 South Seventh Street, three 
doors below Market street, Philadelphia. For general 
convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 cent 
boxes, and No. 1. and No. 2. separate. Respectable 
parties who have been benefitted by the medicines, 
and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
pointed sub-agents on application as above. The public 
is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations. 


letter to be addressed to all the Churches of Jesus 
Christ, throughout the earth, made a report which was 
read, accepted, and adopted, and ordered to be printed 
ia the minutes. ([Sce first page for this letter.] 

Yeas and Nays as follows, viz. 

Yeas—Messrs, Platt, Legget, R. J. Crawford, J. R. 
Johnston, Frame, Goldsmith, Potts, Murray, B McDow- 
ell, A. Alexander, Wm, Wilson, Woodhull, Junkin. Lowe, 
Dorrance, Green, Latta, Symington, Cuyler, Darrach, 
Davie, Penny. Hamilton, Breckinridge, Hickson, M. B. 
Patterson, Creigh, Fullerton, Williamson, Long, J. 
Grier, Hughes, Annan, Hervey, Slagle, Baird, J. W. 
Johnston, Lowrie, Hannah, Stratton, Adair, Tait, 
McCrackin, Van Deman, W. Patterson, McCombs, Tor- 
rance, Crane, J. Cue. Marquis, H. Patten, Blythe, Mar- 
shall, Stafford, W. K. Stewart, Chamberlain, Hopkins, 
S. Todd, Irwin, Hendren, Moore, Morrison, Alexan- } 
der, Fitzgerald, Baxter, Plumer, McQueen, Potter, Pharr, 
Andrews; D. Brown, Galbraith, Sloss, Leatch, Hodge, 


Ross, Simpson, Thorawell, J, Witherspoon, Coit, Lelaud 


may 13—-12t.* 


ag AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousaud co- 
pies or a less number. . 

All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others wil 
be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 

SOLOMON ALLEN, 
ew—tf No, 117 Chesnut street. 


ARADEE—A Plea for Africa, Eamiliar Con- 
Y versations on the subject of haat ded Coloni- 
zation; by Rev. F. Freeman, Rector of &..David’s 
Church, Manayunk. The remainder of the edition, 


consisting of several hundred cupies, for opte low, by 
a: J. We AM, 
june3—3t . 22 South Fourth stseet;Philad. 


in carrying out its own priuciples, if it did not 


Resolved, That the Trustees of the Gene 4 ; Agsetn- | 
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